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Art. L.—The Life of Dr. MCrie. 

We heartily congratulate Mr. M‘Crie on the publication of his fa- 
ther’s life. Itis a very valuable piece of biography; full of incident, 
and full of life; well condensed, and well written ; breathing a liberal 
and catholic spirit; modest and unpretending. The ‘bust’ we do 
not like, but the book is itself a bust, and Dr. M*Crie lives in his 
works, Seldom is it that the life of a Christian pastor, and of a man 

of literature, present so much in variety of incident to keep up the 
| interest of the narration. The reader of this work will feel little in- 
clined to rise from its perusal till he hath devoured it in toto; for, 
as you proceed, you feel a renewed relish for the repast. The work 
is divided into eight chapters, and an appendix of miscellaneous ar- 
ticles, chiefly from the pen of Dr. M‘Crie. Various valuable let- 
ters by Dr. M‘Crie, also, are interwoven with the texture of the nar- 
rative; and the distinguished author of the lives of Knox and Mel- 
ville, and the Reformation in Spain and Italy, is vividly broug ht be- 
fore us in varied portions, but ever in admirable feeling. We could 
have desiderated a little more on the times as well as on the /ife; 
but the hazard of running into excess here was imminent; and we 
admire the modest diffidence of our author, when, in his preface, he 
speaks of himself as simply “furnishing his contribution for the gui- 
dance of the future historian of the Church in treating of the period 
embraced by the life; a period,’’ he adds, “to which we of the pre- 
sent age live too close, perhaps, to form either a full or an unbiassed 
judgment.’’ 

_ To the Rev. James Gray of Brechin, one of the earliest and most 
intimate of Dr. M‘Crie’s friends, the biographer has been indebted 
for what he calls“ recollections ”’ of the early portions of his history, 
when teacher of a private school at Brechin, under the patronage of 
Mr. Gray’s father, from 1791-4. Mr. M‘Crie has formed some- 
thing like an apology for the minuteness of Mr. Gray’s details in 
the admiration which that gentleman felt for the memory of his 
friend, and in the associations of early life. The article stands in 
need of no apology. Its minuteness is one of its beauties, and the 
naiveté with which it brings its hero before our eyes, adds much to 
the effect of the graphic picture. We wish we could afford room 
for the whole of it. The following extract, while it will interest the 
admirers of Dr. M‘Crie’s works, will present Mr. Gray to our read- 


ee of discernment, and as capable of writing good Eng- 
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“ The progress of his mind during this period of his life, js to }, f 
measured more by the growth of his powers than by the accessions 
which were made to his share of systematic information. Nor js 
at all improbi ible that under his active duties, and fre ‘quent opport 
nities of relaxation, his mental faculties released from the restra) 
of swaddling bands, ae quire «1 a degree of elasticity and vigour wh ; 
they might not have attained under more retiring habits and ¢! 
engagements of continuous study. He could be busy or idles With 
all his might, and possessed the rare power of doing much wher }; 
appeared to be doing nothing. He studied man in the living \). 
lineations, which an intercourse with different grades of soc iety | 
sented, and from the instances in which he had occasion to obser; 
both without and within the lower orders, was taught to cheris 
sympathy with them as well as a generous affection for his kind, 
in high disdain of that servile flattery which is so commonly o 
to rank and riches. It has been said that Dean Swift was inde 
for no small portion of that powerful writing which made its wy ys 
effectively to the breasts of his countrymen, to his familiar ac: 
tance with Irish life and manners; and that, in order to attain it 
custom in his journeys was, to prefer the inferior lodging-houses, 
which he might have an opportunity of observing genuine sam 
of the native character. ‘To have seen your father in the mids 
a reading club, collected in a back shop, to hear the news and 
ments of the London Courier, no man would have suspeeted thy 
was then making any acquisitions which would qualify him to w 
the life of John Knox; and least of all did he himself imagine it, 
such scenes, however, and in the fellowship of some in the humbler 
ranks, who retained a portion of the spirit of the olden times, th 
author, who knew how to turn any Opportunity to its proper use, 
acquired his graphic, caustic and ‘business style of writing, disco- 
vered both the lights and shadows of Scottish character, w as taught 
form a just estimate of the spirit and character of the Reformat 
and was prepared to furnish that representation of them which wi 
so much calculated to interest and inform the Scotehmen of his day 
Pp. 12, 13. 

Mr. M‘Crie has been singularly successful in investing with cee 
interest a theme which we feared would have turned out rather 
heavy draw-back on the intrinsie merits of the work, as one 
general reference. We refer to his account (commencing p. 4! 
of the disputes between the Old and New Lights in the Secessio. 
with the painful and revolting issues. These disputes were genera 
classed, by Churchmen of the day, in the same category with 
cobweb metaphysics of the Thomists and Scotists of a darker sg: 
and though containing in embryo the leading pictures of the gre! 
controversy of the present day, they excited little or no interest b } 
yond their immediate actors. Even the talented lawyers whom tht 
Old Lights employed to plead their cause in the house of peers 
could only gain the ear of the Chancellor, by claiming a patient !'s 
ening on behalf of their clients, as to the venerable ‘ antiquarian 
of theology.’* In 1806,a fellow-student one morning told us, 
the college square at Edinburgh, that he had chanced the day before 
to light upon some dark coterie, of Secederism, where furious (e- 
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hates were going on, about matters which only the parties saw, and 
that dimly. Our feelings were that of complacence, that we dwelt 
‘na calmer region, and that Dr. Hunter did not examine us on such 
knotty points. Moreover, so late as 1810, on hearing at Perth a 
good ‘slow- -pac ing sermon from Jedediah vlikman, we had some lit- 
‘le difficulty in compre -+hending any sufficient reason why he and his 
xcellent colleague, Mr. Taylor, should have had a ple a about the 
stone and lime of the house in which they alternately met. ‘The al- 
nost prophetic anticipations of Dr. M¢C rie on this subject, pp. 129, 
30, have been actually realized, and with an accuracy, even as to 
hronology, that is singularly remarkable. ‘The whole detail 
eeply aflecting. The conduct of the Synod reminds us of the 
ilar proceedings of our own Assemblies, in the matter of Mr. 
Gillespie ; and we feel thankful that such e/ders as those of the Pot- 
errow. in their conduct to their excellent pastor, a compound of the 
venaand the fox, have to seek for their types in other quarters than 
ie region of the establishment. 


Ss 


M‘Crie’s sentiments regarding establishments, were the re- 

sult of mature deliberation. In his early life he held rather liberal 
ws, and it would appear that on taking license from the Seces- 
sion body. he was one of those who asked and obtained leave to sub- 
scribe the formula with some latitude of interpretation. A more in- 
teresting sketch of the movements of an honest and conscientious 
nd, in its search of truth on this matter, there cannot be than that 
vhich his biographer has given in this part of his work; and our reve- 
nee and love for the distinguished subject of the biography, 
ive been, if possible, aggrandized by the view here afforded, of a 
dour rarely exe mplitie ‘d, and a tenderness of conscience which 
throws a singular loveliness around his transcendant mental reign. 
lt was in 1835 we chanced to hear Dr. M‘Crie lecture in Potterrow, 
ne of those passages in the first epistle of John, which treat on 

te spirit and process of error, and the corresponding duties of the 
riends of truth; and distinctly have we in remembrance the leading 
uctures of his admirable euponition, which we now perceive, from 
statements of his biographer, to have been a just copy of the ac- 
tual state of his own min 4 Hie had been ) rosecuting truth amid 
es of plausible error. He had been feeli: 


ig his way in opposition 
cherished prejudices, an¢ 


native, and not unamiable nor unbe- 
g, partialities, Many popularly pleasing e 
ive combined to lead him to far different conclusions than those which 
lesaw meet to adopt. But Dr. M¢Crie was ever then an independent 
nker, and strong in his love of truth, and eandid and peered m 
ls Investigations, he arrived, by the most ph ilosophical and Ch 
ian of all routes, at those great prine - s which he never saw reaso: 
ilterwards to abandon. We recollect well the impression which his 
liscourse made on our mind. We feel it to be one of the very 
illustrations which a professor of theology could have given ot 
mode of examining religious truth. We wondered to hear such 
profound and sagacious admonitions addressed to a congregation ot 
people; and we desiderated their transfer to the logic class- 
room of the Divinity Hall. 
lt was Dr. M‘Crie who, in 1813, put it into the heads of the lead- 
sol the Established Church at Edinburgh, to apply for a share in 


mnsiderations would 
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the good things that were then in fiert, for our brethren in British 
India. The worthy men of Edinburgh were thinking nought upon 
the subject, satisfied that the way was opened to a free introduction 
of the gospel into India, by whatever instruments might be em. 
ployed. The object was a noble one; but Dr. M‘Crie saw the folly 
of contending for an establishment of Christianity exelusively 5; 
home, and irrespective of its foreign relations; and he stirred up the 
spirits of Sir Henry, Andrew Thomson, and other good men of the 
day, to make a push fora branch of that Establishment in distay: 
lands, which, with all its faults—and they were /hen not few—J);. 
M:‘Crie loved and revered as the noblest national institution on earth 
Partial success attended the effort. Three chaplainships were ob. 
tained for Scotsmen; a fourth (for Ceylon) was refused; and by q 
skilful ruse ¢hat was granted in the way of voluntary compromise, 
which ought to have been granted, and many years after was grant- 
ed, by the same parliamentary statute which established Episco- 
pacy in India. Dr. M‘Crie’s mind perpetually grasped great prin. 
ciples. He seldom descended to the mere details of enterprise; 
but give him an opening of probable good on an enlarged scale—a 
vista view of future years—and what Bacon would have called 
“germinating developments;”—show him (we mean, let his mind 
show itself) a proper measure or a rational process, well principled, 
well projected, honestly pursued, and with a probability of good, 
by the blessing of God, in an extended range, and he gave it a large 
share of his thoughts; he treated it as an adopted child; he forgot al! 
minor differences for its sake; he threw into its scale the whole force 
of his comprehensive mind. Hence his zeal for liberty and Greece, 
hence his expanded views on the union of Protestants of all sec- 
tions, hence his kindling enthusiasm on every topic that told for 
God’s glory and man’s good, without involving a sinful latitudina- 
rianism, or an ingloricus compromise. 

With regard to Dr. M‘@rie’s sentiments regarding the Established 
Church at the present day, we are much pleased with the candid and 
just account which Mr. M‘Crie has given in chapter vii. We are 
not guite sure, however, whether he would have “ cordially ap- 
proved” of her present movements, p. 356. Of the struggle itsel/ 
he could not but approve, as one which involved in it all that is 
truly valuable in our ecclesiastical establishment. But as he never 
approved of the veto, we are not quite certain whether, on that act 
having been declared illegal, he would not at once have advised the 
Church to go back upon her inherent right to judge of all such cases 
as that of Auchterarder, on her own principles, and with a regard to 
the majus bonum ecclesiz. At all events, of one thing we are 
certain, that disapproving as he did of the conduct of the Assembly 
in not petitioning for the abolition of patronage, in 1833 and 1534, 
he would have advised us instantly to hoist the standard of anti-p2- 
tronage, and at all hazards contend at once for the spiritual inde- 
pendence of her courts and for the rights of the Christian people.” 


* We have just read a pamphlet on the “ Revolution settlement,” by a member 


of the Reformed Presbyterian Church; and also the “ Historical part of the testi- 


mony of that church.’’ They seem to be written by the same person, although the 
latter is a public document sanctioned by the general body. We are quite awar' 


of the defects in the Revolution settlement, and that it is the duty of the church t 
contend for essential reform, particularly the abolition of patronage. But we can 


















LIFE OF DR. M‘CRIE. 341 







«Jt js unnecessary for me to demonstrate,’’ said he on one occasion, 
‘that the continuance of this servitude is inconsistent with the in- 
nerent freedom of a church, and that the long boasted liberties and 
ndenendence of the Church of Scotland must be ina great measure 
‘ominal, so long as a sentinel-is placed at the door of each of her 
vine hundred churches, without whose permission no minister ean 
enter, and so long as a power, chiefly foreign and extraneous, has 
the right of directly or indirectly filling her judicatories, and direct- 
ing her councils.’’* 

We add the following heart-stirring passage, from one of his ser- 
mons, printed after his death:— 

«Nothing on earth would give more joy to my heart, than to 
see sure and decided symptoms of reformation in the national Church 
of Seotland—to see the Zion of God in our land rising from the 
just and shaking herself, putting on her beautiful garments, and 
looking forth as in the morning of her day, ‘fair as the moon, clear 
is the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,’ to the confusion 
f those who would have quenched her light, and plucked her from 
that firmament in which she once shone with surpassing brightness. 
[| would go seven times to the top of her highest mountain, to look 

it for the harbinger of her relief, though each time I should have 
to return with the message, ‘ There is nothing,’ provided at last I 
could hail the appearance of ¢ the little cloud out of the sea, like a 
man’s hand,’ the sure prelude of the plentiful rain, which shall re- 
fresh the weary inheritance, make her wilderness as Eden, and her 
lesert as the garden of the Lord. 

“Do not despair, neither be discouraged, my brethren. There 
sabundance in the promise. Wait in faith, and patience, and pray- 
for its accomplishment. God hath done great things for Scot- 
iand; and he hath not suffered them to be forgotten. He hath re- 
served for himself a remnant, both in the established church and out 
of it, who think with gratitude and praise of his wonderful works. 
This isa token for good. And when he hath tried and humbled 
them, and led them to the exercise of prayer and confession,— 
‘Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his people.’ ” 

[n 1827-8, we had frequent occasion to consult Dr. M‘Crie, partly 
on the subject of the Wodrow MSS., and partly on the publication 
of a new edition of Wodrow’s history. It fell to the lot of the 
writer of these pages to disinter from the rubbish of years, and to 
lisentangle from the grasp of an unconscious “adhesiveness,” not 
lewer than fifty goodly volumes of MS., comprising the series of 
“analecta’’ complete, and correspondence for thirty years, to and 
irom the indefatigable historian, whose only monument as yet, but 
perennius aere,—is the record of “the Sutierings of the Church,” 
—besides many miscellaneous articles of interest. In effecting a 
sale lodgement for these exuviaa, where they now are, in the Advo- 
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tallow that the church has precluded herself from doing so, by her acceptance 
‘the Revolution settlement. Dr. M‘Crie did not think so, see p. 370. Do our ex- 
*evlent friends of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, really mean that before we 
an effectually struggle for our independence, we must first agitate for the dissolu- 
ton of the union, and a tearing up of the Revolution settlement? There are many 
xcellent things in the pamphlet, and still more in the testimony, and therefore we 
rdially recommend them to extensive perusal; but we are sorry to see that we are 
not likely to meet. 
“ What ought the General Assembly to do? 1833.” 
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cates’ Library, Dr. M‘Crie’s advice and aid were con amore, giver: 
and one of his most interesting sketches in ecclesiastical history, th»: 
namely, on the “Marrow Controversy,” which appeared in 1330, 
in the pages of the Instructor, and which, with continuation, we re. 
joice to hear, is to be published in the forthcoming collection of his 
“Miscellaneous pieces,”’ owes its existence mainly to the rich mine 
of incidental information which the minute and graphical details o 
Wodrow in his correspondence for the period supplied. With re. 
gard to the republication of the history, Dr. M‘Crie suggested y,. 
rious sources of information, together with not a few practical hints, 
which were duly improved. 

We hope Mr. M‘Crie’s readers will not think, from any thing 
said on that head, that the Di’s. dislike to encyclopedias and con, 
pends extended to magazines and reviews. For many years he 
was himself editor of a magazine; and within two years of his deat\), 
he consulted the writer of this on a plan which seemed to be a {y- 
vourite with him, namely, that of a magazine to be published jy 
Glasgow, as the more likely field—for even the Guardian cou\ 
get no footing in the modern Athens 4hen—a magazine which should 
be consecrated to the assertion and illustration of great principles, 
such as those involved in our national reformations, and in conduci- 
ing which, a// sound men could coalesce. The idea was not acied 
on; but its suggestion proves the influence which Dr. M‘Crie as. 
cribed to periodical literature, and the importance of giving to 
right direction. We think he rather undervalued encycloped 
or rather he tried them by a standard to whieh they do not profess 
to appeal.* On one occasion he silenced, in a way more plain tha 
pleasant, the proposal of a worthy Christian philanthropist, to pre- 
face a new edition of an old book of merit; a plan which may be 
abused, as all good plans may, to the ends of selfishness, but which 
has in many instances been profitably employed in rescuing from 
oblivion some of the finest pieces of the olden time. 

Mr. M‘Crie’s sketches of his father’s associates in the original 
“ Constitutional Presbytery ”’ are well drawn and deeply interesting. 


* The article “ Ecclesiastical History ’’ in the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, wh 
it seems he was asked to contribute, was afterwards furnished by one of the mos 
ingenious and accomplished men whom our Church has of late years produced— 
the late Dr. Hodgson of Blantyre. It does not aim at profound research, but \! 
shows accurate and extensive reading, and is valuable as a coup d'ail view of anes- 
tended theme. 

t The excellent biographer, it is plain, had not meant to give a complete ennm 
ration of Dr. M‘Crie’s articles, either in our own miscellany or any other. As 
may be interesting to some, however, to recognise the hand of Dr. M‘Crie, wher 
perhaps they have not expected it, we beg to notice the following articles as tr 
the pen of that eminent individual; and even yet, the list must not be considered as 
perfect. The lamented death of Dr. Thomson covered these scenes of agreeabi 
terary interchanges with a funeral knell; and now the removal of these two « 
nent men to a better world, will for ever prevent the exact truth in this and so 
other things from being ascertained. We think we can vouch for what fo!lov 
from the information of Dr. Thomson at the time: 

Christian Instructor for 1812, September No., Review of the Christian Reacers 
Guide, November No., Review of O Reid's Reviewers Reviewed. 1515, May N 

Review of M‘Leod’s Essays and Inquiries on the Gifts of the primitive Chor 
1814, July and November Nos. Two articles in the miscellaneous cepartmet! 
signed “ Innocuus."’ One entitled, “« Extracts from the Apology fer Herodotus 
the other, “ Testament of Peter Pithon”—both curious. 1816, July No. Review 
Dr. Stevenson of Ayr on the Atonement. We were horrified by the appearanc’ 
at p. 226, of a quotation from the Christian Instructor for 1835, in which some rather 
slighting remarks on Dr. M‘Crie's Review of the Tales of my Landlord, are quotes, 
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One of them (Mr. Aitken) we had occasion to know well, and we 
ean attest the exact truth of the portrait here given of him. Ano- 
ther (Professor Bruce) we know well from his works; and we desi- 
derate a fuller account of his life and labours than has here been 
furnished us. His “ Review of the Synod’s Proceedings” is ra- 
ther a heavy work, and we fairly stuck fast in the midst of it. His 
«Life of Morus,” though most wretchedly printed (at Whitburn) 
we have repeatedly read with more intense delight than we ever 
nerused the finest octavo from the press.* His “ Occasional Lec- 
canes to Students,’”? which we wish Mr. M‘Crie had noticed more 
particularly, afford some fine specimens of those re/ie/s which theo- 
logical professors ought now and then to throw in, that they may 
lessen the tedium of systematic sameness. 

We observe that at p. 171, our excellent friend has copied the ty- 
pographical mistake in the Edinburgh Review for July 1812, where 
the editor, speaking of the author of the life of Knox, says: “ It af- 
fords us very great pleasure to bear this public testimony to the 
merits of a writer who has been hitherto unknown, we believe, to 
the literary world, either of this or the neighbouring country ;—of 
whom, or of whose existence, though residing in the same city with 
ourselves, it was never our fortune to have heard till his volume 
was put into our hands.” We do not know whether the erratum 
was ever corrected in the work itself, but if Mr. M‘Crie will ask 
Lord Jeffrey about it as a little bit of literary curiosity, we rather 
think that his lordship will tell him that the word in the MS. was 
not “existence,” but ‘“eminence;” and this the sense of the para- 
graph obviously requires. 

We cannot conclude this article without taking special notice of 
the concluding chapter, whieh contains a summary of Dr. M‘Crie’s 
private character, drawn up by the biographer, and succeeded by 
sketches published at the time by others. There is particularly an 
admirable sketch drawn by David Scott, Esq., and published in the 
Courant at the time of the Dr’s. death; and the heart-stirring letter 
from Mr. John M‘Crie, then at Vienna, to his brothers; a letter 
which one cannot read without mingled reverence for the subject of 
it, and affectionate interest in the promising young man by whom 
it was written, and who—*sicut flos succisus aratro’’—has since 
lollowed his venerated sire to the “resting place of the spirits of 
the just."— Edinburgh Christian Instructor. 


besides some other objectionable things. We could not believe that such things 
could be genuine; and yet on looking at the volume of our work for that year, we 
find these passages in a long note to a letter signed “ Philo-Liberal.’” How this 
Mr. Philo got these passages we cannot divine. That seems to have been the brazen 
age of the miscellany. In the volume for the following year, there appeared a re- 
view of Dr. M‘Crie’s posthumous sermons, some passages in which we had oceasion 
‘o know at the time, gave great and just offence. 

* This work was reviewed in the ’ mordenrees for March, 1814, at great length and 
with much critical acumen. It was written by John Brown, then of Biggar, now 
of Broughton Street. We quote its closing paragraph as creditable alike to profes- 
sor Bruce and his reviewer. ‘ We now take our leave of Mr. Bruce, with a sin- 
cere respect for his talents, acquirements, and virtues, and offering him many thanks 
for the instraction and entertainment he has afforded us. Before bidding him-fare- 
well, however, we must be permitted to remonstrate with him, (we wish, to do it 
with all due deference,) for not undertaking some work more worthy of himself, 
which might serve asa lasting ornament to the literature of his country, and a monu- 
ment to hisown fame. We believe him very capable of such a work, and might 
We suggest a subject, we would propose the History of the Protestant Church in 
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344 A CATECHISM ON PRESBYTERIAL CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Art, Il.—4@ Catechism on the Government and Discipline oj 
the Presbyterian Church. 


CHAPTER Il, 


The Constitution and Jurisdiction of Church Courts. 


I. What is the nature and extent of that authority which Chris 
has given to the rulers of the Chureh? 

It is merely ministerial and subordinate. 2 Cor. i. 24, « Not fo 
that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy,” 
II. What is meant by Ministerial authority? ile 

It is authority, as Ministers or servants of Christ, to proclaim, 
apply, and execute his laws, for promoting the order and spiritus| 
edification of the Church. 

III. What is meant by subordinate authority? 

It is the subjection of the inferior to the superior Court of the 
Lord’s house,—as of Session to Presbytery, and of Presbytery : 
Synod, and of all to Christ. oe 

IV. How is this rule or authority exercised? 

By the Presbyters or Elders assembled in Session, Presbytery, 
Synod or General Assembly. Acts xv. 6. “ And the Apostles and 
Elders came together for to consider of this matter.” 

V. What is a Church Session? 

It is the Ruling Elders of any particular congregation met as. 
Church Court. It may be called a congregational Presbytery. 1 Co; 
v. 4, 13, “In the name of the Lord Jesus, when ye are gathered 
together.” “ Put away from among yourselves that wicked person.” 

VI. In what manner should the business of the Session be con- 
ducted? 

The meeting should be constituted by prayer, in the name o! 
Christ, each member called on by the moderator to give his opinio 
on the subject under consideration, and the question afterwards de- 
cided by a majority of votes. Its decision may be appealed from to 
the Presbytery. 

VII. How are matters brought before the Session for judgment’ 

By an Elder as an overseer of the Church; or by any other pers 
preferring a complaint, or presenting a memorial. 

VIII. Who are subject to the authority of Session? 

All the members of the Church of which it has the oversight. 

IX. What is the duty of each church towards the Session! 


To respect and uphold that authority which is given it by Christ: 
to render a cheerful obedience to its decisions, in the Lord; and 


cordially co-operate in the plans of usefulness which it recommends 


1 Thess. v. 12, 13: “ And we beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and a0- 


France. This is a subject peculiarly fitted for history. It has a beginning, a mic 
dle, and, alas! an end. Such a work is a desideratum, and, we believe, it is 4 Wor 
which Mr. Bruce, from his intimate acquaintance with French Protestant literatur 
could accomplish with much greater facility than perhaps any living literary che 


racter: or, should this appear to Mr. Bruce too wide a field for him, at his advances 
age, to attempt to travel over, might he not favour the world with some illustration 
of the history of his own country and church, which are so necessary, and wlucs 


the work we have been reviewing proves he is so well able to furnish: 
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monish you. And to esteem them very highly in love, for their 
work’s sake. And be at peace among yourselves.”’ 

X. Of what does a Presbytery consist? 

Of the Ministers of a convenient district, with a Ruling Elder 
‘om each congregation. 

XI. What is the extent of its jurisdiction? 

It extends to its own members, and to the several Sessions, and 
»ngregations belonging to it. Itis a court of Appeal from Sessions, 
id has the general oversight of the congregations under its care. 
in appeal lies from its decision to the Synod. 

XII. Of what does a Synod consist? 

It consists of the Ministers of several Presbyteries, with a Ruling 
Elder from each Session. In the Presbyterian Churches of Ireland, 

sthe Supreme Court of jurisdiction and appeal. But in other 
more numerous and extended Churches there is also a General As- 
embly, composed of a specific number of Ministers and ruling 
Elders, appointed by the Presbyteries. 

XIIL. Does the New Testament furnish any model of Presbyterian 
Government by such Church Courts? 

It does, in the 15th chapter of Acts. 

\IV. How does the 15th chapter of Acts establish that form of 
Church government? 

The facts therein recorded for our example, furnish its outline or 
general principles. In the Church at Antioch a question was dis- 
puted, affecting the faith and practice of all the Churches of Christ. 
‘er. 1,2. It was referred for settlement, to an assembly to be con- 
vened at Jerusalem. Ver. 2. The Assembly consisted of the Rulers 
{the Church, but was open to the people. Ver. 6,12. It acted 
1 a deliberative capacity. Ver. 7, 12, 13. It decided, not by 
lirect inspiration, but by discussion and consideration, under the 
ordinary guidance of the Holy Ghost. Ver. 7,22, 28. One mem- 
er of the Assembly proposed a resolution, which was unanimously 
opted as its decision on the question. Ver. 19,22. The decree 
‘hus enacted was authoritative, and extended to all the Churches. 
ver. 28; and xvi. 4. These principles are applied in government, 
vith all the necessary and expedient details, to particular congrega- 
gations, by the Session; to the Churches of a convenient district, by 
the Presbytery; and to the whole Church, by Synod, or General 
issembly, “This is the law of the house.” Ezek. xliii. 12. “ Let 
ul things be done decently, and in order,” 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


—<>— 


[From the Presbyterian. } 


Art. III.— Tappan’s Review of Edwards on the Will. 


lnour last remarks on Tappan’s book, it was stated that we might, 
‘some future time, examine his direct argument against what he 
calls Edwards’ assumption. Before this can be done, it is important 
‘© examine an absurd consequence, which he tells us follows from 
the conclusions which his indirect argument leads to. It is as fol- 
lows: « It follows from this, that there can be no cause whatever. 
An infinite series of causative acts, without any first, being, accord- 
ng to this reasoning, the consequence of supposing a cause to cause 
‘'s Own acts, it must therefore follow that a cause does not cause its 
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own acts, but that they must be caused by some cause out of the 
cause. but the cause out of the cause which causes the causative 
acts in question, must cause these causative acts in the other cays 
by a causative act of its own: but the same difficulties occur in re. 
lation to the second cause as in relation to the first; it cannot cane 
its own acts, and they must therefore be caused out of itself by som: 
other cause; and 80 on ad infinitum. We have here again the ab- 
surdity of an infinite series of causative acts; and also, the absurdity 
of an infinite series of causes without a first cause. Otherwise we 
must come to a first cause which causes its own acts, without an ae 
of causation; but this is impossible, according to the reasoning o’ 
Edwards. As therefore there cannot be a cause causing its own acts, 
and inasmuch as the denial of this leads to the absurdities aboye 
mentioned, we are driven to the conclusion, that there is no cays 
whatever. Every cause must either cause its own acts, or its acts 
must be caused out of itself. Neither of these is possible; therefor: 
there is no cause.”’ 

We freely admit that this is very plausible; but let it be obsery: 

1. That there is a confusion in the author’s mind which arises 
from his siipposing, that a causative act in the abstract, must have 
an efficient cause. Let it be remembered that a causative act means 
a cause in exercise. Now, causes produce effects by being in exer. 
cise; but the question what causes those causes to be in exercise 
the production of effects, involves an absurdity. All second causes 
are produced by God, but the fact that when these causes produce 
effects, they are in exercise in doing so, is a truth of the same kin 
as that, if equals be added to equals, the wholes are equal. If any 
one should ask me, What is the cause of this, that when equals are 
added to equals the wholes are equal? I would answer that the 
question is absurd. In like manner it is absurd when causes produce 
effects by being in effect, to ask what causes those causes to be 
effect in the production of their effects; for it never has been nor 
never can be conceived of, that a cause could produce an effect with- 
out being in exercise in doing so. Therefore, to ask for the caus 
of a cause being in exercise in producing an effect, is the same as‘ 
ask for the cause of the existence of any other truth, whose n 
existence cannot be conceived of. But, 

2. The will is a power of a living agent, which that agent 1s c 
pable of exercising in different ways. It may therefore ve! 
properly be asked, what causes the act of the will to be thus, rathe 
than otherwise; for that is the same as to ask what causes the living 
agent to exercise its power of will thus rather than ctherwise? A! 
when it is answered that a certain motive is the cause, non 
would ask, what causes the act of the motive to be thus rather th 
otherwise, unless he supposed that the motive was a power of som 
living agent, which that agent is capable of exercising in difleret’ 
ways. And the same may be said of any cause in external natur 

Thus it appears, that upon the supposition that a cause does n0' 
cause its own act, it by no means follows “ that there can be no caus 


whatever.”—We close these remarks by saying, that Tappa: 
which are contained in the 


“consequences of Edwards’ system,” 


second part of his book, have for the most part been brought forwar’ 
again and again, and that some of them were anticipated by Edwarés 
and were proved by him to be of no account whatever. J. L. 
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Art. XII.— Two Sabbaths on the Continent. 


We solicit most serious attention to the following statements just received from a 
friend on whose accuracy and faithfulness most perfect confidence may be placed. 
Similar pictures have often been presented to the eye of Scotsmen ; but the detail 
cannot too frequently be pressed on the conscience and the heart. The sanctity 
af God's day, and the purity of Sabbath observance, constitutes the great palla- 
ium of religion in a land ; and we cannot be too zealous in their defence.—Ep1- 
ae op THE EpixnsurGu Curistian Instructor. } 


We doubt not but the generality of the readers of the Christian In- 
sructor are aware that, although the manner in which the Sabbath 
jay is observed and respected in Scotland is not what could be 
wished, yet, when we look to Continental nations, we find that there 

atters are even in a worse condition. We doubt, however, if 
ail of them are aware of the awful extent to which Sabbath dese- 
eration is sometimes carried on the Continent, and even with the 
oa or aid of the government. In order to convey some idea 

‘the scenes which at times take place, we shall give a short account 













f the proceedings which we ourselves witnessed on two several 
Sabbaths. The first is the 29th July, 1838,at Paris. This was the 
three fete days which occur annually in July in commemoration of 
os Revolution in 1850. We had been a few days in Paris, and as 
we had often heard of the loose manner in which the Sabbath is kept, 
ve were curious to observe how far report had spoken the truth. 

On rising in the morning, our ears were saluted by the noise of 
vehicles passing to and fro. We next distinguished the ery of the 
id-clothesman and of the fruit-vender; and on looking out, we 

ind the streets filled with people going about their usual employ- 
ment. After an early breakfast, we sallied out to make our observa- 
tions. The shops we found nearly all open, and quite busy; the 
wrights we found repairing fronts of shops, &c.; and the masons 
earing down old houses. In the Palais Royal, that world’s epitome, 
the waiters were standing at the doors of the various Cafés dressed 
n their blue jackets and white aprons, with a napkin under their arms, 
nd chatting to each other, or perusing the morning journal, await- 
ing the arrival of guests, as the principal business of the day was 
seareely commenced. Besides the Cafés, there were open the shops 

‘jewellers, tailors, haberdashers, &c. &c., all seemingly quite uncon- 
scious that such a day as the Sabbath had ever been instituted. A 
uttle later in the day. crowds of visitants may be found in the Lou- 
vre, the Bibliotheque du Roi, the Conservateur des Arts et Metiers, 
and all other public exhibitions, the most of which are here shown 


gratis, and are open for public inspection on Sabbath, as a matter of 
course, 


















About mid-day, or towards two, p. M., the shops begin to shut, all 
except those which sell eatables, and the inmates set out for a walk. 
A certain number, we have no doubt, attend publie worship, but the 
great bulk of the population are bent on amusement. To-day they 
are gathering along the quays of the Seine, to witness the sham 
iights on the river, which are supplied by government for the amuse- 
ment of the people on such occasions. ‘The people were collected on 
each side of the river, between the Pont des Arts and the Pont de 
‘a Concorde, to the number of at least 50,000; and the number might 
nave been still greater, had not at the same time a similar scene 
been enacting by the troops in the Camp de Mars. Numbers, also, 
Were engaged in visiting the travelling wonders which were collect- 
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ed in the Camps Elysées and Passage de Neuilly, in the sh, 
giants, wild animals, over-grown and under-grown men, ve ae 
and black boys, Munich railways, shooting at stucco images with 
pop-guns, skittles, merry-go-rounds, and a thousand follies quite ty 
nameable. ad 
After dinner, towards dusk, we again resumed our obseryay;,, 
and began with the gardens of the Tuilleries.* Here we fou * 
splendid circular orchestra erected, and adorned with Sesion: , 
loured lamps, hanging in festoons round the roof, and in flowers fr _ 
the pillars or supports—the whole nicely painted and ornamen) 
In this erection was placed a band of musicians, who played to any 
the by-standers, who were very numerous, waiting for the Kine 
and Queen to appear on the balcony of the Palace, which they jj, 
shortly after, accompanied by various other members of the joy, 
family. ‘Turning again towards the river, we found parties engage! 
setting off balloons loaded with fire works, which were discharged 
when the balloons had attained a considerable height. In a sj. 
time, and as the shades of evening began to close, commenced th 
grand entertainment of the evening. ‘The Pont de la Concorde wis 
covered with fire works and painted scenes, so arranged 4s : 
represent the city of Pompeii. Behind it, and by the side of : 
Chamber of Deputies, was an immense scenic representation of Ve. 
suvius, the eruption of which was intended to set fire to the city 
the bridge. Before the eruption, an extraordinary discharge 
rockets took place, which was kept up for nearly an hour withou 
termission, and they were fired off not one by one, but by the dozen x 
a time—serving to fill the whole atmosphere with smoke, and sparks, 
and bells of many colours. During all this time the cannons wer 
firing from the Hotel des Invalides, the noise of which, added to thy 
smoke and fire of the rockets, produced a most imposing effect, which 
one might have enjoyed amazingly, had it not been on the Sabbat! 
It was indeed very grand, when at last, amidst the roar of canno: 
and the sulphureous vapour of the fire works, Vesuvius itself bles 
up with tremendous violence. ‘This was the signal for dispersing 
and immediately the multitude turned to witness the illuminaticr 
in the Camps Elysées and the Passage de Neuilly, which were dec. 
rated with lights hung in festoons from tree to tree, and with clus 
ters of various-coloured lamps, from the garden of the Tuilleriest 
the Barriére de l’Etoile, a distance of nearly a mile. The travelling 
caravans, and all sorts of exhibitions, were now in full operation, ant 
the concerts, theatres, and circuses making a complete harvest. Suc! 
is ashort and imperfect account of what we witnessed in Paris: 
the Sabbath already mentioned. Heaven grant that we may long 
spared from witnessing, in this country, such scenes on the day ¢ 
God. 
The other Sabbath of which I intend to give a short account, 's 
the 6th October, 1839, at Leipsic, in Saxony, during the fair. 
We arrived in Leipsic during the Michaelmas Fair, when every 
rson was astir and busy, and felt very anxious to see what respet’ 
would be paid to the Sabbath by that immense concourse of people, 
gathered together from all corners of Europe, and even from Ass 
and America. Knowing, also, that Saxony was a Protestant cour 


* The gardens of this Royal Palace of Paris are patent to the public. 
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try, we felt the more curious as to what would be the result. We 
aturally expected, that as Germany was the birth-place of protes- 
tantism, we should there find the respect paid to the Sabbath in its 
most perfect state: how miserably our expectations were disappoint- 
ed, the sequel will show. The first object which attracted our at- 
‘ontion in the morning, was a carrier's quarters, where they were 

ily employed packing and despatching their wagons, and that 

xt door to achurch, into which the people were gathering. Pass- 
- along the crowded streets, we found the shops all open, and 
«emingly busy; the workmen were employed at their usual daily 

bour: and the sledges and earts were passing to and fro, transport- 

- the goods to their various destinations. Both sides of all the 
aren ipal streets were lined with stalls and booths with merchandise, 

{all the squares and open spaces, both in and around the town, 
were oceupied in a similar manner. Every one seemed bent on bu- 
siness, and no one seemed to take a single thought whether the day 
yas Saturday or Sabbath. The streets were crowded with Strange 

sand stranger dresses: Jews and Russians, Greeks, Armenians, 
lurks, Persians, Americans, Italians, Frenchmen, and Englishmen, 
vere all here co-mingled in one dense mass, seemingly combined to 

t at nought the day ef the Lord. In one place might be heard 

e sound of music and dancing, in another the decp-toned vuice of 

gan leading the worshippers in the house of God, mingled 
with the hoop of the ear driver, and the ery of the fruit-vender. 
Here and there might be seen a few solitary worshippers entering or 
emerging from the house of prayer, and mingling with them the bur- 
len-bearers, or the itinerant T'yrolese, selling gloves and shawls, or 
the Hungarian with his mouse-traps, or the ‘Turk with his perfuines. 
The Sabbath bell had sounded, but few had responded to its call; 
immersed in the pursuit of this world’s wealth, each one seemed 
engaged in paying those adorations to mammon which are due alone 
to the Lord of Hosts. 

Turning homewards, we sought for guiet in our rooms, but even 
there it was not to be had; as in another apartment, from which we 
were separated only by a thin partition, the song and the dance were 
suing On, and the jest and the laugh went round. By their noisy 

urth, one could easily tell that they either did not believe, or had 
entirely forgotten, the denunciations with which the scriptures threat- 

ithe breakers of the Sabbath day. In the evening, the theatre and 
ther places of amusement are all open and crowded—this being 
nsidered a day of recreation. 


































































Ya ordinary occasions when there is no fair, the shops and piaces 
‘business in Leipsic, are all shut on Sabbath; in fact, outwardly, 
tis, in the streets, there is as much an appearance of a Sabbath as 
lind in the streets of London—there not being a greater propor- 
a of shops, or places of business open, than in the British Metropo- 
7 lhe theatres, cafés, and dancing halls, however, are open every 
Sabbath, and are more crowded than on week days. 

Vhen we thus see how far man may sometimes go astray from 
‘he paths of righteousness, it ought to make us very careful lest we 
oe should be found acting ina Jike manner. It should cause us, 

one heart and one mind, to unite our utmost endeavours to keep 
pure and entire the day of the Lord. It should lead the advocates 


“Oe Voluntary principle to pause ere they give more vent to their 
Vou. XVII.—3o 
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vituperations against a// legislation on “ things sacred,”’ |t should 
prompt the clergy and people of Scotland, of every grade ang reg 
nomination to resist, before it be too late, those incipient eyils wit 
which Continental intercourse, railways, steamers, and public herese 
threaten to overrun the land; and to lift a solemn protest against thy. 
attempt now making by too many, to number ‘the Sabbaths’ of So». 
land among the ‘things that have been.’* 
Leipsic, 30th Oct., 1839. 


i 


— 
Art. II]L—Church Psalmody. 

The following article is copied from The United Secession My. 
gazine, for September, 1539. It is inserted in that work withoy: 
note or comment; and may, therefore, be regarded as a fair indica. 
tion of sentiment in that body, which appears to be diverging rapidly 
to the wildest kind of latitudinarianism. . 

Iv is certainly a striking fact in the history of the churches of \}y 
Secession, that while in the services of the sanctuary the whok 
the sacred volume should be open as the legitimate source fro) 
whence to draw materials for instruction and pruyer, the praise 
the church should be confined exclusively to the language of 
book of the sacred record, and that book belonging to a dispensati 
which has passed away;—that while the duty of a minister of {| 
New Testament may be summarily stated to be “to preach Chris 
and him erucified,”’ and while the name of Christ is “ the Alpha and 
the Omega” of prayer; we should—in some of our churches at least— 
never on any occasion take the name of Jesus into our lips, in the 
exercise of praise, except in the indirect and shadowy language o! 
Old Testament Scripture! 

It would, perhaps, be difficult to furnish another proof equals 
lustrative of the power of prejudice and habit to familiarize and 1- 
concile the mind to incongruity. What wou'd be thought of an u- 
tempt again to introduce among us the Liturgy, and confine the |i. 
guage of prayer to any set forms of words, however numerous } 
appropriate these might be? Would it not be treated as an indi 
tion of insanity in any one who would propose it? But, at the sam 
time, we do voluntarily confine our praise to the language of a con: 
paratively small portion of Old Testament Scripture, and eflectua’) 
shut our eyes to the perception of its inconsistency. We are !w' 
little surprised that the churches of the Establishment, with the: 
friends of the Old Light body,—wedded as they are to long esta’ 
lished customs, and deprecating with a like sincerity the slightes 
appearance of change in the accidental forms, as in the essentia 
of religion,—and with the Unitarians, from the peculiarity of the: 
doctrines, should have voluntarily confined the language ol ther 
praises to Old ‘Testament psalmody ; but that the Secession, with! 
example of their brethren of the Relief, Independent, Baptist, 
other churches before them, should have so unduly restricted \ 
services of the sanctuary, is certainly matter of no small astonisi- 
ment. 

It would be too much to claim for ourselves in this matter an & 

* While we admit the truth and justice of the above remarks, and lament | 
evil complained of, we cannot but consider the writer has brought himse!! * 


under the charge of Sabbath profanation, from the unnecessarily curious method 
he has taken to obtain the above facts.—Y. 
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nerence to the practice of the church in early times, and to assume 
‘hat the Relief, Independent, and other churches, from their use of 
»ymns, are chargeable with innovation. The very reverse of this 
<the case. Among others, we learn from the testimony of one 
who lived in an early age of the Christian church, that the converts 
to the faith were in use to meet together on the first day of the 
veek, to sing hymns in honour of Christ, wherein he was worshipped 
s God. 

It has been contended by some, that the Psalms were expressly 
vritten for the praises of the church; but this can never be a proof 
‘hat they exclusively were to be so used. Every reason that can 
iow be urged for the use of the “ Psalms of David,”’ will apply with 

rly equal force to the “Song of Solomon,’ and other books of 

sacred volume. And if, to give them a preference, it is said, that 

e language of the Psalms is better adapted for praise than other 

rtions of the Bible, we might admit the fact, and would only be 
urving the argument to its full extent in contending, that if these 
Psalms were thus exclusively chosen by the Old Testament church, 
is being most expressive of those feelings which should find utter- 

‘in praise, surely, on the same principle, the language most suit- 

for the New Testament church, is that which most fully and 
lireetly gives expression to the feelings of the devout New ‘Testa- 
nent worshipper. 

It may not be in the knowledge of some of the readers of the Se- 
ession Magazine, that at one time the attention of our church was 
directed to the anomaly we have just stated; and with a view to ob- 

te it, the venerable Ralph Erskine was solicited to direct his ef- 
forts te the preparation of a collection of hymns for the use ef the 
church. But although he proceeded some length in the performance 
of his task, and has left us in his poetical works, a number of the spiri- 
tual songs, which were by him intended for the publie worship of the 
sanctuary, the dissensions which unfortunately occurred among the 
Seceders, prevented these good intentions from being carried into 
execution. Now that the breach has been healed, how desirable is 
t that we should return with redoubled zeal, to these efforts for the 
edification of the chureh, which for a time our unhappy differences 
had suspended! 

It will not be denied, that in not a few of the Psalms the reference 
svery obscure, so much so, that a considerable number of them in 
whole, and large portions of others, are rarely, if ever, used in wor- 
ship.—our ministers being perfectly aware that no stretch of sancti- 
lied imagination could draw any distinct analogy whatever between 
the language of the Psalmist, and the circumstances in which the as- 
sembled worshippers are placed; and from the use of such Psalms 
we are of course excluded, so long as we would comply with the 
apostolic direction, to sing with the heart and with the understand- 
ing. Every devout and intelligent reader will be ready to sympa- 
thize with us, when we say that we have often been pained to wit- 
ness on the part of injudicious preachers, a portion of the Psalms se- 
lected for worship, in which it was apparent that a great proportion 
ot the congregation, from a misapprehension of the meaning of the 
language, were professing to engage, in praise, under the influence 
ot teelings—suggested no doubt through this misconception of the 
relerence of the Psalm—which, to say the least of it, were far from 
ving acceptable or well pleasing in the sight of God. 
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If it were stated in answer to all this, that although there are », 
tions of the psalms, which, for the reasons we have stated, are a - 
suitable for being used in worship, and are therefore rarely jpy0. 
duced; yet there are other portions, large and numerous, w hich ) 
not only appropriate, but eminently fitted, as abounding in the : 
language of praise, for being the medium of expressing the best { 
ings of the church, in that exercise throughout all ages; we woy); 
at once admit the truth of this statement, and rejoice that it js < 
Let it be borne in mind, that we would by no means advorate 
entire discontinuance of the psalms in worship, far less speak light; 
or disparagingly of any portion of them. ‘The whole drift of wh» 
we have said, is to deprecate the exclusive use of this Book i; 
praises of the church; and while we freely admit the great excel} 
of not a few of the psalms, the result of the matter is clearly }} 
that exactly in proportion to their excellence and beauty, is the 
with which they are impressed on the memory of the young » 
sons belonging to our churches, and thus, long ere they have arriv 
at the age when they could intelligently use them as the exercis 
praise, the frequency with which the language has passed throug 
their minds, has made it so familiar, that eventually, it has almost 
ceased to excite any appropriate feelings, if indeed any distinct ic 
is attached to the language at all. So little are we impressed with 
that which long acquaintance has made familiar to us. Such is th 
practical influence of a limited and unvaried psalmody. We could 


ire 


. 


with confidence appeal to the experience of every reader, whether it 
be not the case, that we can repeat those psalms with which we hav: 
heen long familiar, without the presence of a single appropriate sen- 
timent. How frequently do we feel ourselves going along correctly 
enough with the congregation in the language of praise, while our 
thoughts are astray on the mountains of vanity! ‘This ean scarcely 
be our experience, when ve worship with our dissenting brethren 
of other denominations, who use a more extensive psalmody. No! 
being familiar with the language, we are necessitated either to ab 
stain from the appearance of joining in this part of the worship, or 
do so with some degree of attention. 

What has been said is probably sufficient to accomplish our object, 
which is merely to draw attention to the subject. It is of conside- 
rable importance; and we feel confident, that there is not wanting 
in the Secession, either the taste which is necessary to make a pro- 
per selection from the sacred poetry of which we are already pos- 
sessed, or to furnish such additions as may be deemed requisite. W 
hope to see the subject taken up in an influential quarter, and enter- 
tain little doubt that if this were the case, the Secession will not 
reluctant to adopt a measure, which may so easily be discerned t 
be an improvement, H 

Giascow, July, 1839. 


i 


Art. IV.—Father Mathew. 


WE had almost resolved to say no more on the subject of this in- 
dividual’s movements, but we cannot resist copying the following. 
The Editor of this paper will not yield to any man in zeal for the 
defence and propagation of the great and holy cause of Temperance. 
He has, from the first, pleaded in public, this cause with earnest 
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ess and no small success. He has been, (by the aid of God,) the 
hum Je instrument of putting down three distilleries by the mere 
exhibition of THE TRUTH in this holy cause. He also is firmly per- 
cyaded that a glorious Temperance reform isin sure and steady pro- 
wees in reland, under the same means, and by similar-minded men, 
as those among ourselves. But, he must be allowed to say, that 
has no faith in Father Mathew’s movements. His advocates 
may yet live to see the issue ef their superstition and humbug, and, 
e fears, a painful and distressing reaction from ignorance and fa- 
cism against the Temperance cause.* 


From the Balt, Lit. and Relig. Mag. 


Farner Matuew’s temperance operations in Ireland have made 
eat stir, both in the old and in the new world. And the faith- 
I in this country, are beginning to understand the operation, and 
4 accordingly. We have seen through the affair from the begin- 
ng; and were sometimes amused and sometimes pained at the 
sullibility of the temperance operators in both hemispheres. There 
; acertain madness in all bigotry. The abolitionistst have been 
foolish enough to court the papists, for a long time past; and the 
eetolallers are now at it. They and all others who go shares with 
ie whore of Babylon, will get for their share, contempt and shame. 
_-By the best and most recent information, Father Mathew’s ac- 
ounts stand thus: three millions have taken the pledge; ata shil- 
ng each, for a medal, or button, that cost a penny a dozen; six- 
pence, for a certificate of membership; sixpence for a riband, as a 
vige; and a pledge of a penny a week, during life, for masses 
Total, in our currency, for the three millions—$1,500,000, cash in 
wid; and $3,000,000 per annum, continually. @// this for the 
pread of popery. To which superadd the physical force created, by 
the organization of papism throughout Great Britain, under the 
ime of temperance !! In this country the charges are fifty cents, 
in hand on joining; and a cent a week afterwards, Certainly it is 
a good thing, for the deluded victims of priestcraft to stay sober; 
ut whether it be good in Protestants to approve an outrage, at 
once so gross and so dangerous, is another question. 


The following is still later from Ireland. We copy it from the 
Achill ppg Herald, one of the ablest and best conducted 
eligions papers of that land; whose editor and patrons are as warm- 
ly devoted friends of the Temperance cause as any other Christian. 


Farner MarHew—VIOLATION OF THE PLEDGE. 

The following extract from Father Mathew’s last address to the 
people of Cork, is calculated to cast a damp upon the hopes of those 
who expected a permanent establishment of orderly habits of out- 
ward conduct, as the result of the medley of secular, and supersti- 

ls motives, upon which this advocate of temperance bases his 
appeals to the people. 

“The numbers which have violated the pledge in this city almost 
incline me to think that they are obstinately bent on their own de- 
‘ruction. Cork is the only place where the pledge has been vio- 
lated, and violated to such an extent, that, when in parts of Con- 
* Not very modest. + Not intelligent abolitionists —Ep. Retic. Mow 
30* 





































354 FATHER MATHEW. 


naught and Leinster, I have been actually ashamed to read the Cori 
papers, so many instances were recorded of people having lees 
brought before the magistrates for the crime of drunkenness, |p. 
deed, I cannot possibly conceive why the people of this city are se 
blind to their own interest.”’ ; 

And the following, from our excellent cotemporary, the “ Dublin 
Warder,’’ shows that Father Mathew does pursue that debasing - 
idolatrous practice of touching the maimed and crippled, as profess. 
ing to have the power to perform miracles! 


TEMPERANCE. 
Interesting Correspondence—the Rev. Mr. Sirr—Father 
Mathew, 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE STATESMAN. 
17th September, 1840, 

Sir—So high is the personal consideration I entertain for jh, 
Rev. T. Mathew, that | would not think of publishing the follow. 
ing correspondence, had not the mistake out of which it arose beep 
very widely spread, and propagated through various provincial pv. 
pers. 

I would take this opportunity of adding, that the worship I have 
sworn to be idolatrous is not the Catholic, for that worship | my- 
self render to the Most High.—I remain, sir, your obedient servant 

JOSEPH D. SIRR. 
Kilcoleman Parscnage, Claremorris, Sth Sept. 

Rev. Sm—lI have been just shown in a provincial paper the re- 
port of a speech said to have been made by you in Cork, wherein 
you are represented to have said that the pledge was taken in Clare- 
morris, both by the parish priest and by the Proteslant Clergy. 
man. I entertain no doubt that if you did happen to refer to 1! 
Protestant Clergyman at all, it could not have been in a manner s 
contrary to fact. If any reference was made to me, I shoud 
obliged by your having the goodness to inform me of the nature 
the statement you really made. 

While I entertain a very high respect for your benevolent charse- 
ter and patriotic exertions, and sincerely wish you God speed in 
repressing drunkenness, it would be impossible for me, with my 
principles, to sanction your mode of operation, especially at Clare- 
morris. I could not renounce my liberty in Christ Jesus by bring: 
ing myself under the bondage of a voluntary vow—I could not sane- 
tion the superstitious veneration attached to your medals by the '¢- 
norant population of the country—I could not bend the knee to: 
fellow worm of the dust—I could not yield a momentary covnie- 
nance to the delusion so widely spread of your reputed miraculous 
power, which, though verbally disowned, is yet upheld by your 
touching the ulcerated, crippled, &c.—nor could I, in especial, have 
appeared as your supporter or disciple at Claremorris, where ) 
visit was avowedly solicited for the purpose, and rendered tributary 
to the enlargement of a chapel, in which a worship, I have swor 
to be idolatrous, is wont to be offered. I do not say these things 
offensively, but in explanation—and have the honour to be, Rev. 
sir, your faithful servant, for Christ’s sake. 

; JOSEPH D’ARCY SIRK, 
Rector of Kileolemao. 
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EMARKS ON GENESIS IV. 7; AND ON MICAH VI. 8 


Rey. Theobald Mathew. 


Rev. Dean Str—I deeply regret the mistake in the report of 
our Cork Temperance Meeting. I have not seen it. What I said 
was, that almost the whole population of Claremorris had taken the 
pledge, the parish priest and two other clergymen, his curates, being 
of the number. It pains me that you for a moment believe me ca- 
pable of such an impudent falsehood. 

[ did not even hear of your being at Claremorris. The benefits 
resulting from the total abstinence pledge are so numerous, that the 
superstitions, &e., of which you complain appear as dust in the ba- 
la If I could prevent them without impeding the glorious 
cause, they should not have been permitted; but both are so closely 
entwined that the tares cannot be pulled out, without plucking up 

he wheat also. The evil will correct itself, and the good, with the 
4 ‘ivin e assistance, will remain and be permanent. 

[ do not consider the promise to abstain from intoxicating drinks 
,yow. I look upon it as a simple resolution to perform a moral 
act. The kneeling posture has been adopted to preserve order, 

As you very unnecessarily alluded to your oath, that the Catho- 

2 Wl rship is idolatrous, I beg leave to say that I would not on 
oy account take such an oath.—I am, Rev. dear sir, yours sin- 
a THEOBALD MATHEW. 

Cork, Sept. 12, 1840. 

We now hope to be done with Father Mathew, until, at least, 
some new outbreaking take place.—Protestant Vindicator. 


Aat. V.—Remarks on Genesis iv. 7; and on Micah vi. 8. 

Tur Arminian, acting the part of a superficial observer, and taking 
the words in their ordinary aceeptation, without any regard to the 
connexion, applies these passages at once to the general character 
and conduct of men; and, without hesitation, makes our good works 
the ground of our acceptance with God. But every person must 
know, that “doing well” is a relative phrase, and before the mean- 
ing of it ean be understood, the person must know to what it re- 
lates, There may be doing well in the way of keeping a law which 
has never been broken; and there may be well doing in the way of 
making up a breach which has been made. But the thing is not 
the same in both eases. Before you can know what is meant by 
doing g well, therefore, you must know to what class it belongs. A 
glan e at the connexion of the passage under consideration, will be 
ficient to satisfy every one in the present instance, to remove all 
l ‘culties and to give the true meaning of the passage. What is 
recorded and treated of in the chapter? Is it not the offering of 
sacri _ “ And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he 
also » bein of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof 
And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offering. But unto 
ain, and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very 
wroth, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, 
Wi hy artthou wroth? And why is thy countenance fallen? If thou 
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doest well ’”’—that is, evidently in the way of offering sacrifice. ;; 


thou bringest 

ner required, 
vell *"—that i 

die bring no 


the sacrifice prescribed, if thou sacrificest in the mal 
wilt thou not be accepted? “ And if thou doest po: 
s, still in the way of coming unto God by sacrifice, 
t the sacrifice required, or come with that sacrifice j; 


an improper spirit, or after an improper manner—then sin, bot 
in its guilt and in its punishment lieth at the door. 


The same 
against misin 


R- 


Micah vi. 8: 


what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 0 


simple process will be equally useful in guardir 
terpretation, and in leading to the true meaning 
“Tle hath showed thee, O man, what is good: 


m= 


mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?’? Nota few seem 


imagine that 


the good referred to in the first part of the vere, 


which the Lord had showed, and doing justly, loving merey, 


walking hum 
mean the san 


part; and that our good works, of course, constitute our way of 


bly with God, mentioned in the last part of the verse, 
ve thing; and that both just mean good works on 


1 ale 


cess to God—the ground of our acceptance before him. Now, 


would not on 
doctrine whic 
ture. Where 
we will be lec 
In the comme 


ly be tautology, but what is far worse, it leads 
h is certainly contrary to the general tenor of & 
as, if we attend to the connexion in which it occurs 
1 to a more correct and orthodox view of the passage 


sneement of the sixth verse, that all-important (juies- 


tion is asked —* Wherewith shall | come before the Lord, and bow 


myself before 


the high God?” By way of answer to the question, 


variety of other questions are asked—* Shall I come before hin 
with burnt-o fferings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord 


pleased with 
oil? Shall J 
my body for t 


thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers 
give iny first born for my transgression, the fruit of 
he sin of my soul?’ Then, in the way of rejecting 


all these methods, 1 conceive it is said in the beginning of the & 


verse—* He 


what? Why 


thee, O man, 
questions abo 


hath showed thee, O man, what is ¢ “good.” Good, fc 
, for coming before the Lord with. He hath show 
what is good for this purpose. Why then all thes 


ut the way of coming before the Lord? Hath he w 


showed thee what is good? Of that good to which the Lord hat 
directed the attention of men, as that with which they are to com 


before him, n 


one possessed of the scriptures need be ignorant. |s 


it not the sacrifice of Jesus Christ? Does not the whole Bible spew! 
one language on this subject? 


And then, 


after having come before the Lord in this way, 


obtained pardon and acceptance—Whiat next? Is it that you may 


live as you lis 


No, indeed. 
to do justly, a 


Arr. VI. 


Mr. Editor, I come now to consider those Scriptures relied upoo 
by the Doctor to support his positions. I must not, however, pass ove 
your remarks in the Sept. No. in silence. You say, | am “candid,” 
Perhaps there is more meant here, than meets tl 


“ undisguised.” 


God forbid. What doth the Lord require of thee, ! | 
nd to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God 
CriTICcrs. 
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— Thoughts on Occasional Hearing. (No. lll. 


1, “turning the grace of our God into Jasciviousness: 
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eve. I cannot believe that you regard candour as so rare a virtue 
mong your correspondents that you deem it worthy of special notice, 
J hence I conclude you look upon me as standing in open hostility 
doctrine in question, and as having thrown down my glove de- 
manding a contest: no such inference can be justly drawn from any 

e [have advanced. A becoming diffidence and distrust of my 
wn powers as well as the solemn nature of the subject, forbid such 
course. I thought a few suggestions on the subject of occasional 
hearing not uncalled for. If my memory is not exceedingly trea- 
herous, some things have been said in the Monitor, if not intended 
‘ wound, yet very far from being calculated to heal. Have not 
‘he motives of those who scruple, been impugned? Has it not been 

sinuated, if not openly declared, that those members of our com- 
in who hesitate to admit the sinfulness of such hearing, can 

t lightly esteem Secession principles; and have not our church 
sions been arraigned at the judgment bar for admitting such to 
sommunion and fellowship? It is certainly plain to every unbiassed 
inderstanding that if persons be admitted to membership, having 
joubts on this or any other point of doctrinal or practical religion, 
they are, nevertheless, entitled to confidence and respect: on this 

atl complain not. Withdraw your confidence, treat us, if you 

|, as proselytes of the gate, not a murmur shall escape my lips; 
but ask me not to make an avowal involving deeply the condem- 
nation of creditable ministers of the gospel, on evidence other than 
the most cogent kind. 

It is true, 1 have spoken freely of the arguments advanced, and 
why should I not? The ingenuous mind intuitively recoils from a 
cringing and servile manner; and sooner than adopt it, let my 

ngue be sealed in everlasting silence. Well may we tremble at 
the word of Him who spake as never man spake; but the fear of 
man never has nor ever will cease to bring a snare. If there are 

| our society persons who are diseased, others who are whole 
ght to rejoice when they make their case known. That man is 
crtel to himself, and unjust to his physician, who conceals from 
um the worst symptoms of his complaint. If candour is ever out 
of place, it certainly must be in reference to something else than 
ie concerns of our immortal souls. 

You assert that the fancied speech which I put into the Doctor’s 
mouth is sufficiently ridiculous, and are pleased to let him speak at 
east In part for himself, in what you esteem a much more appro- 
male manner, Had you drawn upon the discourse under review, 
‘would have been much more to your purpose. What the au- 
thor has said elsewhere, or what others may say now and again is, 
on this point, a matter with which I have no concern. If you af- 
tim that I have done the Doctor injustice—that the speech which 
| put in his mouth discords with the tone and tenor of the sermon, 

‘n issue with you, and the author himself shall be the witness, 
‘estilying not partially but wholly and fully for himself. Hear 
ulm: “Nor is occasional hearing the proper way of coming at the 
Knowledge of the peculiar principles of a particular church.” And 
_— “With respect to occasional hearers, they contribute no more 
‘he true peace between opposite church communions than whis- 
perers and tale-bearers do to the reconciliation of two persons at 
"ariance;” and yet again: “In order to this healing, churches and 
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their members must be brought under such deep concern to atiai, 
the true knowledge, and to walk in a steadfast adherence to it io 
will cure them of the levity of cccasional hearing.” [| Jeaye the 
reader to pronounce the verdict with the single remark, that if any 
one can discover here a solicitude to obtain hearers from oth¢: 
communions, he must possess an intellectual acumen, to which 
am a stranger. 

Is it so that all who hear among the denominations referred | 
are chargeable with sin for such hearing?) [have seen reasoning 
in the Monitor from which I would naturally draw such a conely. 
sion, but was hardly prepared to hear its avowal from you, Mys 
we not draw the conclusion from this, that they are not churches o: 
Christ, that their ministers have no rightful authority to dispens 
gospel ordinances? Does the wretched idolater commit an act 
moral turpitude when he forsakes the temple where his forefathers 
practised for countless ages the horrid orgies of heathenism, a 
goes up to the house of the living God? Does not this sweeping 
condemnation embrace the dead as well as the living, nor can thy 
hearers of Luther himself plead innocence. Have we no evidene 
that ministers in evangelical churches around us are the real ambgs- 
sadors of the Head of the church? What evidence do we ask ex. 
cept “regular ordination ” and the fruits of the Spirit? « By thei 
fruits shall ye knowthem.” Errors they have, but will any on 
firm that as officers they are destitute of these qualifications ! TI 
you seem to be disposed to do when you suggest that no one 
be commissioned to preach error. A commission has respect t 
two things, a work to be performed, and a person authorized to per- 
form it. Ministers are commissioned, to do what? Why, to preae! 
the gospel. Their instructions are the words of truth, and thes 
structions they are bound to obey and follow; but it is not every: 
parture from them that vacates their commission, else we woul 
not have a shepherd on earth to feed us with the bread of life. 

I feel no desire to restrain others, but for myself I can only say; 
that while my views of duty remain what they now are, earth his 
not that to bestow which would induce me to make such a dec! 
tion. If the avowal of such sentiments subjects me to the impute 
tion of entertaining a high respect and veneration for ministers 
other communions, I plead guilty. I trust my record is on hig! 
that I bear them on my heart, and hope I do most sincerely pray th 
Lord of the harvest to send abundance, even of such labourers into his 
vineyard, and prosper his work in their hands until the desert blooms 
like the rose, and the song of joy, and melody bursts upon ever! 
hamlet on our globe. If such views and exercises be at variane' 
with secession principles, I own I have something to unlearo. 

I know not what purpose can be accomplished in this controvers 
by referring to the old prophet of Bethel. The man of God su 
fered for disobeying a direct and plain command of God. You ar 
logician enough to know that reasoning a priori, a taking for grant 
the thing to be proved, is an unsound mode of reasoning, or rathe' 
is no reasoning at all. The question is, What is the command, ane 
not, Should the command be obeyed? Besides, have we any reas” 
to suppose that this prophet was really a teacher sent from God 
think not. Dr. Scott observes, that “ perhaps he had been taught!" 
the schools of the prophets.’ It is evident, however, that he was 
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vn ungodly man; and until we can show that the ministers spoken of 
are liars, base deceivers, it is a perfect nullity to reason from this case 
to them. : ; ‘ 
| cannot regard your observations in reference to the concern 
chich we ought to feel for the favourable Opinion of others as either 
jicious or just. A deep concern in this respect is what those will 
«e| who are well grounded in the truth. How can we expect to do 
yyod unless we recommend ourselves, our principles and our practice 
») those around us? We must indeed obey God rather than man; 
+ what says the scriptures? We are commanded so to let our 
‘ht shine, that others seeing our good works may glorify our Fa- 
‘yer who is in heaven. We are cautioned not to sufler our good to 
ve evil spoken of. What has this to do, you ask, with allegiance to 
Zion’s King? It is one evidence at least of fealty and obedience. 
| shall now briefly notice a few texts of scripture—and first, Prov., 
six. 27, on which the author founds his discourse: “ Cease, my son, 
+) hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of know- 
edge.”’ Who is here the speaker, and who is spoken to? Christ, 
the personal wisdom, is here addressing an adopted child in the en- 
learing language of a parent, and warning him not to wait on, or 
jintenance such teachers as he has not commissioned to give in- 
suction. Is it any thing short of blasphemy to assert that the 
Head of the church commissions ambassadors to proclaim peace and 
jrdon, Whose characteristic conduct is, that they give instruction 
that eauseth to err from the words of knowledge? These words 
learly teach us that there are two agencies at work, one authorized 
vy the King in Zion, whose feet are beautiful on the mountains and 
who bring glad tidings; the other full of all deceivablenesss, doing 
the will of the prince of darkness, and leading the blind captive at 
his will. ‘To one or the other of these agencies every son and daugh- 
ter of Adam must belong, and of course every teacher must be a 
teacher of righteousness, or he must give instruction that causeth to 
rr from the words of knowledge. Now will any one aflirm that 
ministers of the gospel in all other denominations in our land are 
engaged in doing the works of darkness? On the contrary, have not 
they, or some of them, the authority and approval of Heaven? That 
such is the fact is as evident as the truth of the divine record itself. 
What is here said to one son is said to all, and if it be sinful for one 
hild to wait upon the preaching of one who causeth to err from the 
words of knowledge, it must be so for another. Is it possible that 
(rom this text we can legitimately draw the conclusion that it is an 
act of moral rectitude for one child to attend on the word preached 
by one who has been sent, while it is an act of moral turpitude in 
another child to wait upon the same? Yet how can we avoid draw- 
ing this conclusion from the views maintained in the sermon? It is 
ireely conceded, that if ministers in other communions have no mes- 
sage from Heaven to deliver, people ought not to hear; and when this 
point is rendered even questionable, this scripture comes in fully to 
sustain the opinions intended to be supported by it; but until this is 


done it seems to me that its bearing in that direction is even more 
than doubtful. 


_ But we are enjoined to mark such as cause divisions and of- 
Jences contrary to the doctrine which we have learned, and avoid 
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them, Rom. xvi. 17. There is perhaps no complaint more frequent. 
ly, or more justly made by preachers and commentators, indeed by 
all, than the little regard paid in explaining scripture to its clear 
plain import as manifested by its general bearing. How oftey ‘ 
we find not only propositions separated from such as stand immed; 
ately connected with them, and on which they depend for their try, 
meaning; and these propositions are divided and sub-divided, an¢ 

made to speak any language which the author pleases! While ,)) 

join in censuring such a practice as tending directly to the subyey- 
sion of truth, I fear, few of us are clear of it. Is the Doctor not veri, 

guilty here? Why did he not assign the reason why we should 
as the apostle directs? Why did he not give the characteristics oj 
such as we are called upon to mark and avoid? He is the more iney. 
cusable for this, inasmuch as the sacred writer has given the reason jy 
immediate connexion with the duty enjoined; four says he, “the, 

that are such, serve not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their oy, 
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the heurts of 
the simple. We are here called upon to mark and avoid « rtain 
persons in the church, such as cause divisions and offences. Why 

so? Because such serve not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
bellies. Now it is clear, that if we assert that men who cause diyi- 
sions do not, nevertheless, serve their own bellies, but the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we put ourselves in direct opposition to infallible truth. W, 

ought to be exceedingly careful who we mark and who we avoid, 
If we thus brand and discountenance those who are building wp 
Christ’s cause here on earth, who are counting all things but dung 
and dross, that they may obtain the pearl of great price, who count 
not their lives dear that they may obtain an imperishable crown. |! 
we do so what must we expect? But whoso shall offend one oi 
these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
mill-stone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.” 

Again, we are referred to 2 Thes. ili, 6—14. The remarks made 
above may well be applied here. Who are we to note and keep n 
company with? We are not left in the dark as to that matter. “ For 
we hear that there are some who walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, who are busy-bodies.”? What is meant by 
« walking disorderly” in the 6th verse is here explained, and to give 
it any other meaning is doing violence. 

I might notice other texts, but as the author appears to rest th 
argument principally on those cited above, it is not deemed neces 
sary. 

If any private member amongst us were to charge a minister of the 
gospel of respectable standing, in a neighbouring evangelical denom 
nation with being a busy-body, as walking disorderly, and serving 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, but his own belly, would not all regar 
him as worthy of censure for such slanderous conduct? How suc 
conduet ean be looked upon as so odious in detail, while it is deem 
meritorious to deal in it by wholesale, is not readily perceived. 
shall however, for the present, close the subject by a solemn caution: 
“Touch not mine Anointed, and do my prophets no harm.” He 
that despiseth you, despiseth me; and he that despiseth me, despiset! 
him that sent me PILenin. 












REPLY TO PILGRIM. 





Art. VIIL.—feply to Pilgrim. 


We can assure our valued friend “ Pilgrim” that there was nothing 
sore in our commendation of his openness and candour than “ meets 





eve.” Truth, and not victory, is our aim, and we believe it to 
his. Some things have appeared which P 








ilgrim regards as “very 


from being calculated to heal;”’ but not from the editor, and they 











re arrested as soon as it could consistently be done. 





Phe remark of Dr. Anderson—* with respect too casional hearers, 
contribute no more to the true peace b tween opposite church 
;munions than whisperers and tale-bearers do to the reconciliation 











two persons at variance,’—strikes us in a tota ly different light 

n what it has appeared to Pilgrim. [tis in our opinion an evi- 
of the penetration of that truly great man. And as this 
sermon of Dr. Anderson has been so frequently referred to, we shall 




















ert from it a few notes. I: may prove useful to some who have 


ver seen it. For profound theological knowledge, deep insight 





o human nature, and fervent piety, we have not read its e jual on 





subject of which it treats. In the same paragraph from whieh 
Pilgrim quotes we have the following words: 

“When the healing Spirit is poured from on high, each church 

nember will be saying, * here are two opposite doctrines; they can- 








th be of God; for there is no inconsistency in him. I now 

se it to be a matter of infinite importance for me to have a certain 
knowledge of the truth which is of God. Nor will I rest till through 
Lord’s blessing on the use of the means, namely, searching the 
Scriptures, communication with fellow church me bers, meditation, 
lardent prayer for the illumination of the Spirit, [ attain a solid 
knowledge and full satisfaction as to this matter. And when | 
jiave thus bought the truth, that iz, when the Lord has freely given 
the understanding of it, I will make a consistent adherence to 

| profession and practice, the study and the bustuess of my Ife.’ ”* 
If it he the duty of “each church member ”’ to follow the rule 
re laid down, then it is his duty to attend a sound ministry. And 

























































rly se words imply as direct an invitation to “hearers from other 
tt conmunions as could well consist with that modesty which dis- 
give nguished the Doctor’s remarkable character.” 
. Pilgrim’s argument drawn from the idolater turning from “ the 
t EE. . . . ’ . . . » 1 
t tne orrid. orgies of heathenism, ” reminds us of Hosea vil. 16: “ They 
eC eS return, but not to the Most High.”? But what says the Spirit of 
_ bod: Jer. iv. 1: “If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, 
mn RETURN UNTO ME.” It is the duty of the heathen to abandon their 
nom!- . 
ri . “o . a ‘ s ° — 
rving “ What is aimed at in this discourse is, to strike at a principal root of the nu- 
eg ierous d2risions now in the visible church. It teaches that we ought not to be in 
SUC late of separation from any church-communion, but upon such grounds as are 
si riptural; and upon such considerations, as involving the declarative glory of God 
ean inconceivable and infinite importance. Were this doctrine embraced, there 
d. I id be no separate church-communions upon trivial pretences, or for the sake of 
ution: gious tenets or usages in the worship of God which have no foundation in his 
> He “ord, No separate church-communions on account of local customs, uncertain opi- 
; iS, or uninstituted ceremonies; no separate church-communions founded on the 
ypiseth ‘row and interested views of a faction.’ —Preface. 





Vor. XVI.—31 
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“horrid orgies”? and return to the Lord, and follow him FULLY, as 
did Caleb and Joshua at the first hearing of the gospel. Corrupted 
Christianity, at least as it is corrupted by many ecclesiastical bodies 
is indeed less odious than Paganism. So is tale-bearing less 4; me 
than perjury ; and envy than murder; but tale-bearing and envy = 
nothing less than moral stench in Jehovah’s nostrils. We hold jr as 
an impregnable maxim, tha! God requires us to learn, believe. ae 
maintain all his revealed truth as fast as it can be attained by 
diligent and prayerful use of all the means of his appointment. If 
then, we have discovered any revealed truih, which is denied and stea/. 
fastly resisted by other denominations, we must set up and mainta 
separate communion, where we can bear a faithful testimony tos 
truth—and thus maintain that liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free; for he has delivered us from the doctrines and command. 
ments of men. Our course must be onward, in knowledge, fidelity 
to God, and holiness of life, even though our mother’s childre; 
should be angry with us, and our enemies be they of our own 
household. We have never yet met with an argument for occasio: 
hearing in other bodies, from whom we have separated, which might 
not be legitimately and fairly construed into an apology for sin, 
We suppose this will sound harsh to the cars of many, but we cannot 
help it; right or wrong we speak the truth as we have learned 
and dare not do otherwise. 

Nor does this view of truth lead to the conclusion that “every 
departure,” from truth vacates a minister’s commiss.on: neither Wil 
many departures produce this effect. We speak of errors public) 
avowed and obstinately maintained as the profession of th: se publ 
bodies from whom we are in a state of secession. Besides we hav: 
shown in a former number that a minister’s commissivn to pre 
and our obligation to hear are not correlative. 

Nor dves the view we take hinder our prayers or charity or any 
other work of Christian benevolence towards those from whom 
differ. It only restores these duties to their legitimate place ani 
gives a right direction to the energies of the Christian chureb.” 


ia 


* Let none from hence conclude that the ministers and people belonging to | 
Associate Presbytery, judge that the administrations of those that are not of t 
communion, are invalid. ‘The validity of ordinances is derived trom their agreea 
ness to the word. The Lord will never bless any error or corruption in his « 
to promote her edification; but where there are many things wrong in churclies ' 
Lord has his servants and people, as was the case in the seven churchies of As 
These evils being reproved by the Lord, shows that the Lord is a strict observer 
the state of matters in every church. After the reproofs anc warnings given to! 
churches of ‘Thyatira and Pergamos, if they did not reform, it was doubtless © 
duty of the people of the Lord, desirous to cleave to the Lord's cause, to s 
from their communion. The Apostle, in like manner, reproves the corruptions 
Jaxness that had tarnished the glory of the Corinthian church; but still he sup 
persons may build on the foundation, wood, hay and stubble, and may be a ¢ 
pains and expense to promote this building with wood, hay and stubble ; for " 
they shall suffer the loss of their pains in so doing: “ but he himself will b 
yet so as by fire.’ 1 Cor. iii, 12—16. It is a gross aspersion cast on Us, | 
think none will get to heaven but ourselves. Whoever will get to heaven, it" 
by Jesus Christ alone. Some say that the various religious professions are 
different ways to acity; but the fact is, that the way to heaven is one, ae 
Lord's people among the ditferent denominations all travel one way, have one £! 
and have communion with Christ only in the way of his truths. It would be ! 
phemy to suppose the Lord would bless any thing contrary to his blessed wore 
a mean of edification to his church. But how far the Lord may bless the truth 
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In regard to the favourable opinion of others, if we are anxious to 
it we shall certainly lose it; and if our religious course be 
quenced by any such considerations, if we are indeed the Lord’s 
ole, he will humble us. The only lawful anxiety on this point 
should be to show men that we know the truth, believe it. practise 
and prize it more than the gold of Ophir; yea, more than natural 
rcolf. If this will not overcome the naturai enmity of the hu- 
art to truth, no other means within our power can do it. If 


secure 


un Tie 

; will not overcome envy, prejudice, selfishness, party spirit, 
and revenge, it will at least baffle them, and cause them to 

i] upon the heads of their guilty authors. 

P's. exp sition of Prov. xix. 27, reminds us of the exploded Hop- 

sian tenet that every volition of the soul is either absolutely holy, 

hsolutely sinful. Histwo agencies must be, the one class absolute- 


nN 


nfallible, so that we must not question our obligation to hear them; 

.c other absolutely messengers of Satan, so that we must shun them 
s we would the prince of darkness himself. This argument is also 

ntradiction of a preceding one, that “ notevery departure ’’ from 

ith vacates a minister’s commission, or it is not at all to his pur- 
pose. It also nullifies the apostolic injunction, to * withdraw from 
every BROTHER that walketh disorderly.”? ‘Truth lies mingled with 
more or less error in the mind of every man. And error is not the 
less dangerous when emanating from the mind of a man who has re- 
ved an outward commission, either by the laying on of the hand 

f a diocesan or of a presbytery, than if proceeding from any other 
person, but the more so. And as to the commission of Zion’s king, 
or a call of the Spirit to the work of the ministry, we know nothing 
respecting it, farther than they speak the mind of the Spirit expressed 
| the seripture, and are led by the Spirit in the general deportment 
of their lives. Again: P’s. exposition of this text runs counter to 
| the commentators to which we have aceess at present. 

“The wholesome words of our Lord Jesus are the means of a 
spiritual, experimental and fidueial knowledge of Christ, which is 
preferable to all other knowledge, and even to every thing in the 
world; and therefore care should be taken, and every thing avoided 
that TENDs to cause to err from these words and doctrines which 

vey, promote and improve this knowledge.” —Gil/. 

“*In order to profit by good instructions, no longer regard such as 
are of a contrary nature and tendency.’ As numbers ‘turn away 

eir ears from the truth, and are turned unto fables;’ so they that 
would hearken to the truth must turn away their ears from lies, 

specially such as are most plausible and agreeable, and set off 
vith the greatest show of art, genius, eloquence and learning. 
‘Take heed what ve hear,’ and ‘Take heed how ye hear.’ ”’—Scott. 

“This is a good caution to those who have had a good education, 
to take heed of hearkening to those who, under pretence of instruet- 
ing them, draw them off from those good principles under the influ- 
ence of which they were trained up.”’—Henry. 


bis Own word, or the ordinances of his appointment, though dispensed with many 
corruptions, would be presumption in any to determine. Eminent lights have 
appeared and shone forth among Independents and Episcopalians, but yet their de- 
fences of gospel truths, and their distinguished piety, do not make these different 


forms of religion any more agreeable to the word, but only show that we know in 


— prophesy in part ; and that we ought to call no man master, nor follow any 
man, h . 


awever learned or pious, farther than he follows Christ.—Dr. Anderson. 
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Again: P. changes the terms of the text, which is not , 
unfair, but exceedingly dangerous me ‘thod of reasoning abou 


truth. The language of the text is, “Cease to hear the dre 
but, says P., “Christ is here warning us not to wait on such as }y 
Not a word in the text of commission : 
yet by the substitution of this word, P. rears his fallacious « 


not commissioned,’ 


structure, 

His exposition of Rom. xvi. 17, is not less unhappy. Th 
which he quotes in connexion, and for the omission of whi 
blames Doctor A., only gives additional force to his constrne: 
Both texts, taken 
ist. That the chu 
doctrines. * 2dly. 


n conne xion, clearly teach the following doet; 
h has already learned a certain definite syst 
That public teachers exist in the church 

, or parts of another, and thus deceive the hy 

That these false teachers are the guilty au 

divisions and sree 4th ly. ‘That they are bad men. the 
more plausible, and, therefore, more popular with the generalit 
people than good men. 5thly. That the church should mark th 

by an exposure and judicious condemnation of their errors. 6) 
That Christian pe ople must avoid them, not go to hear them. | 

is contended that these false teachers were not in the church. 

reply, then the apostle’s injunction had not been needed. For thes 
primitive Christians could not think going back to their Pay 
teachers: besides, it is not those that are without, but those that 
within who cause these divisions and offences. 

' 

i 


o'T 


each another S55 ste! 
ot or simple. 3d] ly. 


hess. ill. 6—14, we observe simply, that 1 
ing error in the name of God isa very high immorality; and 


It may be asked, “ for what purpose does the communion of the Assox 
bytery of Pennsylvania exist in this country, and what are their disting 
principles We an . that it exists for the purpose of holding a publi: 
dicial testimony for the doctrine and order of the church of Christ: In whi 
testify and declare from the word of God, such articles as follow—That 
nant of works was made with Adam as the representative of all his posterity des 
ing from him by ordinary generation—That man is now in a fallen and ruine: 
and cannot help himself by his doing or suffering therefrom—That the Lord 
Christ, as the surety of the elect, has, by his obedience to the law as a cov 
and satisfaction to the justice of God, purchased eternal redemption for all his 
ple, and they only;—as election, redemption, and his intercession, are of equ 
tent—That the gospel strictly taken, only contains precious promises, and a 
cepts and threatenings belong to the law. That there is a free and uncondit 
rant or offer of Christ made in the word to all sinners of mankind, whereve 


ospe | comes, without any regard to previous qu ilifications—T hat the suret 


fia 
¢ 
teousness of Christ is the true and proper condition of the covenant of g 
not faith, repentance or sincerity saving faith is a persuasion wroug 
the heart of a poor sinner by the Holy Spirit, and grounded on the gosp 
alove of Christ being indeed a Saviour, a Prophet, Priest and King, to him 
ticular—That love to God, a principle of gratitude for redemption through | 
and a regard to the glory of God, are the motives of obe “chi¢ nee in the hearts « 
believers, and not th e hope s of heaven and the fears of hell—That the Li r 
never leave nor forsake his saints, so that they shall totally or finally fa 
from a state of grace—That all saints are imperfect in the present state —T! 
punishment of the wicked will be for ever and ever—That a Contession ol I 
necessary for the well-being of the church, and every article of it should b 
of communion—That public covenanting, or the public avowal of the t 
ways of God with the solemnity of an oath, rd,in S 





is both warranted by the wor 
Testament times, and seasonable at this time—That the Psalms of Davi a 
per to be sung in worshipping assemblies, and in families, and not psalms ors 


of human devising—That Presbyterial church government is the only form of 2 


vernment of divine iustitution—That the whole church ought to have (wh 
nature of Presbyterial government requires) the same terms of ¢ hurch cemn »| 
h ° 
in all its particular congregations—That the sacraments of Baptism and the b 
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14th verse speaks of obedience to the word. “If any man obey 
our word.”’ It is presumed P. will not undertake to restrict 
s passage to a part of the apostle’s word. It must be extended to 
éih as well as to the 11th verse. ~ 
Finally, we are surprised at P’s. concluding paragraph. I he term 
isy-body is nowhere applied by Dr. A. to the ministers of the gos- 
| of any denomination, unless by a far-fetehed and disingenuous in- 
. fyunded on the supposition that they as well as their people 
ve in the prohibited practice of indiscriminate hearing. If they 
‘end on the ministry of those concerning whom they have so- 
nly declared to the world they could not have fellowship, on ac- 
tof their errors, it appears to us the application of the term 
to them is not altogether unsuitable. 
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svV-DO 
Thus rh ive endeavoured to answer P’s, objections, whether satis- 
.opily to him or others 1s not for me to judge. But the least re- 
, | can make to that Saviour who has redcemed me from all evil 
3 to leave a faithful testimony to his precious truth with such abi- 
ry as he has given. It brings no joy to me to be dabbling in con- 
roverted points of religion, much less when that controversy is car- 
ed on with patrons and friends, and brethren in the same ecclesias- 
il body. “I never like myself worse, than when found with a 
visor of disputing in controversies. ‘The complexion of my soul is 
nuch more pleasant unto me in the waters of Shiloah. Small plea- 
sure in those walks which are attended with dangerous precipices 
aud unpleasing difficulties on every side. No quiet, nor peace in 
these things and ways, but continual brawls and dissensions. The 
strongest bonds of nearest re/ations are too commonly broken by 
them. Were it not for that precept, Jude 3, and the like, of con- 
tending earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints, with 
the sounding of my bowels for the loss of poor seduced souls, I 
would willingly engage myself into an unchangeable resolution to 
fly all wordy battles and paper combats, for the residue of my few 
and evil days.””—Dr. OWEN. 
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int. IXN.—.2n «2ddress delivered to the Rev. Joseph T. Cooper, ai 
his Ordination to the Office of the holy Ministry, and Installa- 
tion to the pastoral Inspection of the Second Issociate Presby- 
byterian Congregation of Philadelphia. September 25, 1839." 







Dean Brorner,—When Paul left Timothy at Ephesus he gave 
him a charge that he should not “give heed to fables,” the tendeney 
f which would be to “minister questions,’ and lead to “vain 
ugling;”” things opposite to the design of the Gospel, whose end 
“is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of 











Supper ought to be both alike publicly administered and accompanied with the 
preaching of the word—That the revolutions which take place in the kingdoms of 
tus world, or church members living under different civil governments, do not af- 

tthe unity of the church of Christ, and therefore there is no such thing as fo- 
reign jurisdiction in the church of Christ, of whom he says, ‘“‘ my dove, iny unde- 
lied, is but one ’’—That it is a dangerous principle to give up with those truths 
which are disputed among men esteemed pious and learned, and that an appearance 
o saintship alone, without a sound profession of the faith, and a gospel conversa- 
ton, is all that is necessary for church-communion. 

" In the midst of a dearth of original matter, we have drawn from one of our old 
manuscripts, for the want of something better 
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faith unfeigned.”’ ‘Timothy had, by apostolic authority, be: 


apart to a service in the ae of such magnitude and diffier 
nothing less than “faith and ; good 
in his ard 


i} ty 1 
conscience’ could sustain 
UOUS work, « or furnish a well crounded ho ype Of sie 
Accordingly, the apostle gives him 


. a great variety of dir 
resp! cting his n anner of life—his public ministrations—th¢ 
eultics he must expect to encounter—and the encour 


et 


igement 
he might reasonably expect in the faithful dise harge of th 
econneeted with his high and responsible office. 


You, in like manner, have now been set apart to the ser 

. . ° . a ry 
the church. by “the laying on of the hands of the Presh ry tery, 
contforn ity W ith apo stolic exam ple, and ace ora ing to the 


nit: Comn 
Zion’s Kine, You have enrolled your name among 


A “orpat 
ot witnesses” for the despi ed truths of Jesus Christ— - 
vowed in Jchovah’s great name, and in the face of his chur 


you wiil “eome up to the help of the Lord against 1] 


ht nN 
Th er for . vou cannot lawfully cesert this mcst hor Our; } \¢ 
danger which you have voluntarily assumed. You are a self 
man. Your labours, henceforth, must be in the house of God, \ 


personal interests are in a great measure identified with the 
Zion. In her afflictions must be your grief; in her 
triumph. 


Whatever view we take of the new relation you now sust 
whether it be regarded as to its bearing on your own peace of 
and comfort in this life—on your pre spects for the future and 
work (Re the outward peace and p rosperity of this congreg 
or their ee il growth and eternal de stiny, it imparts to t 
sebidaad mind the deepest emotions of fear ‘and hope. ™ 
the areh enemy of God and man should, through subtler ( 
admission into this sacred enclosure, as into Eden of bk i mar \ 
peace an d pars alyze your eflorts. /ope, that the King of Zi n 
cover your head in the day of battle, teach your hands to war, : 
fingers to fight, bruise Satan under your feet, and give you s¢ 
the reward of your — service. 

That our fears may be disappointed, and our hopes realix 
have no other directions to give than those which the apost! 
to ‘Timothy, which you mae known from your youth. They 
too numerous to be imbodied in this brief address. But tak 
with you into your closet; let them occupy the most prominent» 
in your study; carry them with you in all your intercourse \ 
your people; let them be your constant companion in your | 
ministrations; and remember that the design of these lessons ol! 
venly wisdom is to qualify you for feeding “the chureh ot ( 
which he pure hased with his own blood.’ ( onsequently, y¢ 
your doctrine, your prayers, your labours and trials, your joys 
sufferings, must all be brought into subserviency to this on 
design. Therefore, as the mouth of this Presbytery, I cuArce } 
in the name and by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. — 

Let the manner of your life be such us shall tend to inj 
spiritual nourishment lo the church. 

Shake off indolence. The slothful man accomplishes nothing 
He is a pest to the community at large, much more to the churel 
God. “lL went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyar 
the man yoid of understanding; and, lo, it was all grown over Wit 
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ens, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall 
¢ was broken down. Then I saw and considered it well. | 
pon it and received instruction.”? Such is the brevity of 
life that but little can be accomplished even by the hand of 
ljligent. Leave indolence then to the voluptuary whose God is 
-helly: but thou, O man of God, “be vigilant.” 





sober, given to hospitality, not to wine.’ This sobriety 
| extend to your apparel, your table, and your household 
r The manner of living, the pastimes, social amusements, 
rtainments of this luxurious and dissolute age, are, with few 
ons, unfriendly to holiness. Neither flatter nor traduce, 


eourt nor despise the rich, the gay and the fashionable. 
Never choose them for companions, and avoid, as much as possible, 
vy and manners. <A desire after their dainties is altogether 
lonable in him who professes to be a living example of that 
itt, il which has ever been the peculiar characteristic of holy 
lhe indulgence of such a desire would int vitably bring upon 
vou the contempt ot those whom it might be supposed Lo ple ase, 


while they contend stoutly for the innocence of their mode of 
living. they have discernment and conscience sufficient to condemn 
1 pr fesse servant of Christ. It would also operate injuriously 


another. more numerous, and, therefore, more important class; 


should it not lead, as it frequently does, to incurable vices, it 
will be attended with expenses which must necessarily make a man 


reedy of filthy luere, and lead him not to feed, but to feed upon 
the flock of God, purchased with his blood. 


“Be no striker.’ You may expect opposition and reproach, not 
only from the world, but from brethren. “Of your ownselves shall 
men arise. speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after 
them.” The design of such men is the promotion of their own 
worldly interests. They labour not to draw disciples to Christ; not 

induee men to take the living God for their portion, but to draw 
men into their own net. ‘They never rise above the grovelling 

ws of the sectarian, and their sect is confined within the narrow 

‘ints of their own domicil, or, at most, their own congregation. 
heir adherence to principles is according to their prospect of suc- 
cessiul proselytism toa party. Such men must be resisted and their 
hypocrisy exposed by a steadfast application of discipline; which 
will exasperate and lead them to deeds of revenge. And no duty 
will be found more difficult than the suppression of the angry pas- 
sions in such circumstances; but the sacrifice must be made: “be 
thou no striker.”? 

Let your doctrine be such, and such only, as leads directly to 
a knowledge of Christ crucified, as the only refuge for guilty 
men, 

For the accomplishment of this purpose your ministry must em- ' 
brace the whole system of revealed truth. All seripture being given ’ 
by the inspiration of God, must be regarded as one entire, perfect, 
harmonious system; additions, or omissions are alike injurious, and 
laust necessarily mar its symmetry and darken our view of Christ, the 
one only and perfect oblation for sin. Not that any mere man can 
be supposed to know all that is contained in the inspired yolume; 
hot that any created intellect is able fully to penetrate the height, 
the depth, the length and the breadth of these divine mysteries; 
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for in this land of shadows, we know only in part, we prophesy op! 
in part. But the spirit of this rule requires you to make known ; 
that you have learned; all that you may hereafter learn by un. 
wearied study, accompanied with fervent prayer to the Father ,; 
lights for perfect knowledge: so that you may close your minietr 
among this people, or wherever God in his providence may ¢al| a 
to labour, in the full assurance that your departure from the fej) ,; 


conflict shall be to the possession of a crown of glory. Heap the. PL 
language of the great apostle to the Gentiles on taking a final Jeay, ru 
of the weeping elders of Ephesus, and let it animate your spirit t k 


faithfulness—* And now behold, I know that you all, among wi 
I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall se2 my { 
more. Wherefore, I take you to record this day that I am free fro, 
the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unty 
ALL THE COUNSEL oF Gop.’’* 

Steadfast resistance of the first encroachments of error wil! 
found necessary to faithfulness. The citadel must be defended » 
the very point where the attack is made. Hence, much of yoy 
labour must, in the nature of things, partake of a controversial charge. 
ter, unless the world and the church should suddenly change t) 
positions which they have hitherto respectively occupied from the 
beginning. ‘To contend for truth, for the truth’s sake, is godlike 
to love controversy for its own sake is diabolical. The enemies oj 
religious controversy are generally blind guides, or at best weak 
Christians. In discharging this part of your duty too much vigilane: 
cannot be exercised, by painful, unwearied research into the inex. 
haustible store-house of gospel mysteries, that your mind may }y 
richly garnished with their heavenly furniture, and deeply imbue: 
with their spirit. Were there no danger of remissness on this point, 
we should not hear the Spirit of God commanding us to “ Buy th 
truth and sell it not;’’ nor the apostolic declaration—*I am set 
for the DEFENCE of the gospel;’’ nor the injunction of Jude, «Ear- 
nestly conrEND for the faith once delivered to the saints;’’ nor 
multitude of other similar scriptures which I need not recall to your 
mind. 


dA 


\ 


* The following forcible testimony of Dr. Chalmers on this subject will be reac 
with satisfaction. It is extracted from one of his Discourses on the Christian 
Revelation. 

“ And here I cannot but remark, how much effect and simplicity go together in 
the annals of Moravianism. The men of this truly interesting denomination address 
themselves exclusively to that prineiple of our nature on which the proper influence 
of Christianity turns; or, in. other words, they take up the subject of the Gospel 
message—that message devised by Him who knew what was in man, and who 
therefore, knew how to make the right and the suitable application to man. They 
urge the plain word of the testimony, and they pray for a blessing from on high; 
and that thick, impalpable veil, by which the god of this world blinds the hearts of 50: t 
men who believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ should enter 
into them—that veil which no power of philosophy can draw aside, gives way to 
the demonstration of the Spirit; and thus it is, that a clear perception of scriptural Ing s 
truth, and all the freshness and permanency of its moral influence, are to be me 
with among men who have just emerged from the rudest and grossest barbarity 
Oh! when one looks at the number and greatness of their achievements—when 
thinks of the change they have made on materials so coarse and so unpromusing— 
when he eyes the villages they have formed—and, around the whole of that ap 
gaging perspective by which they have chequered and relieved the grim solitude of 
the desert, he witnesses the love, and listens to the piety of reclaimed earegey 
Who would not long to be in possession of the charm by which they have wrought 
this wondrous transformation?--who would not willingly exchange for it all the 
parade of human eloquence, and all the confidence of human argument’ = 


he 
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Stidy Ae plainness of speech. For this purpose give atten- 
» reading the seriptures. The very words of scripture are 
on ificant, the style richer, and far more eloquent, than any 
it can be found. On this point the danger of erring is less 

was in some former periods of the world. It is not 
istomary, as formerly, to — sermons with a quantum ot 
_Greek, and even Hebrew words and phrases addressed to a 
utored audience, mere ly to display the preacher’s superior 
Yet there may be danger of substituting the style of 
senate chamber for that of the pulpit. Therefore we 

sav, if you wish discretion to guide your intercourse with 
vou wish to become a wise man, let the Proverbs ot Solo- 
your text book. If you desire to melt the obdurate hearts 
rs. make them familiar with our Lord’s discourses, in con- 
vith his unparalleled sufferings. Do you wish to increase 
trinal knowledge of your people, you have the « pistles; to 
r affections, you have “the Song of Songs, which is Solo- 

* to rouse ages devotion, take the Psalms. Do vou wish to 

them with living, standing examples ot ( hristian character, 


ve the biography of the saints, especially of our blessed Lord. 


wish to please men with figures of rhetoric, read the pro- 
Do you desire to rouse them to action by the power of elo- 
. let Paul be your model. In a word, never lose sight for a 
ioment of the grand design of a gospel ministry, namely, the 
of the chureh,_—*“ It has ple ised God by the foolishne ss of 
» to save them that believe”’—then you cannot fail to spe ak 
ge which your hearers w ill both understand and feel. 
f your mind be braced with indomitable resolution against 
OSing obstacles. Difficulties musi be met and vanquished, 
| contradict both scripture and history 1o suppose they can 
l No degree of lear ing, or holiness, or faithfulness, or 


.can purehase exemption. Indeed, the greater the measure 


= 


ster’s gifts and Braces, the greater his faithfulness, the 


his conflict with opposing elements. The preseribed 
iddress, on an oceasion like the > pre sent, prol ibit any at- 
tan enumeration of these difficulties. Some are of a more 
others of a more public nature. One only of the latter 
vill be noticed, namely. 
morbid literary taste of the age, taken in connexion with 
ficial knowledge of the scripture » That a high state of 
ilture distinguishes the present period of the world w ill not 
l, which ministers largely to the natural wants of men, and 
ites much to the amount of human happiness. And not only 
Ss mental discipline leads us to look forward in “. ve, that the 
t far distant when a much ereater amount of human learn- 
ll be consecrated to the serviee of the church. At preset nt, 


_ 


) 


, all the intellectual faculties appear to be put in requisition 
production of works of fiction. ri | the great mass of read- 
ily aliment for this disease. by an idolatrous worship of hu- 
genius, displayed in such works. Poetry and romance are re- 

» especially is this true of the latter, by the more cultivated 
“eS OL society, as suitable sources of recreation and amusement, 
consume their hours of relaxation from business, or r the more 
© pursuits of literature; while the Bible is regarde d 1 book 
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belonging to another age, if not a different race of beings, The oo. 
sequence is, there are multitudes among us who would be tho 
accomplished ladies and gentlemen, and are so regarded by otl 
who are really so utterly ignorant of the scriptures of truth, 
they are incapable of hearing a gospel sermon with any et P 
profit. They have not enough in them to serve as a foundatio 
which the minister may begin to build. He speaks in a erm: 
and adopts a style of address, to which the *y are strangers. It differs 
from their favourite authors, so that he is re ally a barbarian to them 
He brings an intellectual feast so opposite to the aliment on wi 
their minds have long subsisted, and which has in fact ine orporat 
itself with the very elements of their intellectual powers and n 
feelings, that it is wholly unpalatable. The minister is destityt 
sentiment and feeling; is boorish, unmannerly, indelicate, harsh. 
liberal, if not a bigot. His sermon contains nothing which ea) 
minister delight to a vain mind and a depraved disposition ; renden 
doubly so, if possible, through the influence of that gross morality 
soft dalliance with vice, and mawkish se nsibility which usually 
racterize the pages of the novelist, and enter into the constituent ele- 
ments of romance. There is, then, by these means, superadded: 
the natural depravity of ~ soul, a species of actual transgress 
which is, perhaps, wholly ¢ f a mental character, and which adds 
the number and aS of those sins denominated vices of | 
mind. Under the influence of these vain imaginations, the gos 
falls powerless on the ear. The intellect is shrouded in the impere. 
trable gloom of darkness, and the heart resembles Ezekiel’s chan 
of imagery. But spare them not. Let not their amiable s 
qualities, let not their kind offices, their influence in the communit 
nor the fear of incurring their displeasure, deter you from the ungr- 
cious task of dissecting their hearts, with the sword of the 
Drag their moral deformity to the light. Let the devotee of a 
fidel and voluptuous literature, behold his own likeness in the gis 
of the gospel; that if he will not see, others may, and flee from | 
wrath to come. 

Finally: Lest you shov!d falter in your course, keep steadily 
view that consoling promise of our Lord, “Lo, I am with yo 
way, even to the end of the world.”’ The Master’s presence 
sufficient safeguard, and the Master’s approbation a sufficient rew 
While obedience is required of you, the event is in the Mas 
power. For while God has been pleased to employ the feebli 
strumentality of men, he has reserved the ultimate issue in his 
hand. If your instrumentality be exerted according to the 
will, your own soul shall be saved, whatever may be the fin: al col 
of your hearers. For if our gospel be hid, it is hid to those that 
lost. And the excellency of the power, in them that are sav 
of God. ‘The sinner may boast of his natural ability, like the | 
maniac of his wealth, yet can he not extricate himself. For tl 
timony of God is this: “Not by might, nor by power, but by ™ 
Spirit, saith the Lord.’’ It is then to the exceeding greatnes 
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God’s power that you must look for support, encouragement, ane’ 
| Py 


cess, in your ministry. Bringing souls to the Lord Jesus Chris 
work ascribed to all the adorable persons of the Trinity. «No mat 
can come to me, except the Father who sent me draw him.’ 

says the Saviour, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
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nen unto me.” And again; we “are born of the Spirit;’’ we are 
usaved by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
a the other hand, the elect sinner, in his natural state, may 
jrown the voice of conscience in the intoxicating bow]; or give him- 
selt up to work uncleanness with greediness; or yield himself to the 
Jominion of Satan by the unrestrained influence of malice and 
revenge; or, scaling the giddy height of ambition, like Nebuchad- 
nezzar walk proundly on the battlements of his palace; or, taking the 
scorner’s chair, fortify himself with the sophisms of infidelity; yet in 
the day of God’s power the soul shall come out from under the do- 
minion of these cruel tyrants—the lawful captive shall be delivered, 
ind the prey taken from the terrible. 

Taking then these considerations for your encouragement, enter 
ipon the great work to which you have this day been set apart, 
without fear, in full assurance that the presence and power of God 
re with you. “ Keep that which is committed to thy trust,’’ avoid- 
ig “profane and vain babblings, and opposition of science falsely so 
illed; which some professing have erred concerning the faith.” 
«The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.” 

—_— 

Art. X.—Proceedings of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Tue committee appointed by the Presbytery of Philadelphia to 
present some plan, for the proper application of such funds, as have 
been, or may be, committed to their care, for the education of young 
men for the ministry, would offer the following: 

Resolved, 1st. The primary object of the Presbytery in the dis- 
tribution of its funds shall be the assistance of such students at the 
Seminary as are under the care of this Presbytery, and who may 
need such assistance. 

2nd. A secondary object shall be the assistance of young men 
within its bounds who give evidence of piety desiring to devote 
themselves to the ministry, but unable to obtain a literary edu- 
cation without such assistance. 

srd. That each congregation be required to take up a collection 
mnually for these objects, which collection shall be paid in to 
ie treasurer at the semi-annual meeting of Presbytery in May. 

4th. That it be the duty of each Session to look out such young 

en as may desire encouragement, and recommend them to the 
care of the Presbytery. 

ith. That the Session report to the Presbytery the person or 
persons, with their recommendations, needing assistance, and the 
imount needed, and that the appropriations be made, in all ordinary 
cases, by the Presbytery; but that, as assistance may be required 
curing the recess of Presbytery, that a standing committee be ap- 
pointed to make appropriations in such cases to a smal] amount. 

bth. That Presbytery anticipating much good to the Church, 
‘irough this means, would earnestly call upon each congregation to 
contribute liberally for this object. 

ith. That the Presbytery recommend to the ministers of this 
Presbytery to lay this subject specifical/y before the congzegations, 


ns impress upon their minds the duty of actively co-operating in 
this matter. 
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8th. And, that this object may be more effectually attaino, 
Presbytery recommend to the congregations under their Hain 
formation of contributing societies. iti, 4 

The above report was adopted, and the committee instrycte, 
send it for insertion in the Religious Monitor, with an accompany . 
address to the people under the care of Presbytery. _’ 

Dear Breturen,—The undersigned have been appointed a cop. 
mittee, to address youa few words on the subject to which ths 
above resolutions refer. You will perceive that this Presbytery | : 
taken into serious consideration the duty of holding out enece 
ment to young men, to devote themselves to the ministry. T : 
who are familiar with the present state of our church, eanno 
be convinced that there is a loud eall for an increased sy 


se 





PI 


gospel ministers. ‘This call has been sounding in our ears for s : in 
lime past; but we have not regarded it with that attention which « Sure 
urgency and solemnity demand. the 
It has, however, by the providence of God, become so pressing atts 
that we have felt that we could not resist it any longer, without 4 S suff 
faithfulness to Zion’s King, the prosperity and extension of whos S thi 
kingdom we are bound by our ordination vows to promote. |). per 
pressed with this conviction, we have taken the subject into cop. chu 
sideration, and have adopted the above resolutions, as expressiy: wit 
the sense of our obligations, and of our views in reference to: vou 
most proper course to pursue, for the attainment of the desired o Par 
We know, brethren, and we trust that we /ee/, that all human eflors fan 
without the Divine blessing, will be vain and fruitless. It is ony San 
when He gives the word, and sends it with power to the heart, ' the 
“the company of those that publish it shall be great.” This is, par 
truth that should never be forgotten by us, and any measure the It i 
would be calculated to weaken its impression upon our minds, shoul ja 
always be discountenanced. Our Lord has taught us, that it is “1 this 
Lord of the harvest who sends forth labourers into the harvest;” lw! and 
while this is the case, has he not directed us to pray, that He wou mar 
send these labourers into his vineyard. He Aas. It is the duty con 
the church to pray for an increase of gospel ministers. Has this chil 
duty been performed by us as a church? We fear, brethren, the thei 
we are all chargeable with great neglect in this respect. We ha not 
not importunately besought God, in the sanctuary, the family the! 
the closet, that he would incline the hearts of our young men cath 
come up to the he!p of the Lord. . acr 
And may it not be owing to this, that God has been pleading: and 
controversy with us, for some time past ? Jer 
And have we any reason to look for a true revival of his work bret 

01 G 


among us, so long as we neglect to call upon the great husbandmar 
to send forth labourers into His vineyard? If we read the pr 


chapter of Ezekiel, from the 24th verse, we will find, that G A 
makes «a great many rich and precious promises to the house dull 
7 hav 


Israel; and in the 37th verse, he says, 2 will yet for this & 
quired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them.” Also, in Jer are 
miah xxix. 11,12, God says, “I know the thoughts that I thins 


towards you, thoughts of peace and not of evil; to give you an es “ss 
pected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go « es 
pray unto me.” — 
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Daniel, we know, before the restoration of the Babylonish cap- 
uyity, “set himself to fasting and prayer.” Prayer also was 
made by the apostles, previous to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
. the day of Pentecost. And we are told, that the church at 
Anti el) was fasting and praying when Saul and Barnabas were 
alled to go and preach to the Gentiles. Here are some of the 
glorious fruits of prayer. Can we expect similar fruits, if we con- 
tinue prayerless : No—weecannot. Letus then pray importunately 
to the Lord of the harvest, to send forth labourers into his 
harvest; and if ever there was a time for such a prayer, surely 
it is now,—now, when the love of many is beginning to wax 
cold,” and “the strength of the bearer of burdens is decaying, 
and there is much rubbish.” Now, when error shows itself, 
in a thousand forms, through the land. Now, when multitudes 
are seattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. We exhort you, 
then, to pray for the increase of Gospel ministers, as a means for the 
attainment of this object; and of impressing upon the mind, the in- 
sufficiency of all human efforts, without the Divine blessing. But 
think not that this is the only duty which you are called upon to 
nerform. No—He who does not /abour for the increase of the 
chureh, gives evidence that his prayer is a dead prayer; for as “ faith 
without works is dead,” so is prayer. We would then call upon 
you to exert your influence, for the attainment of this object. 
Parents, we call upon you, to dedicate your children, even in in- 
fancy, to this work,—to give them to the Lord, as Hannah did 
Samuel, hoping that He will call them in his own good time. Present 
the offering in faith, and he may accept it at your hands. O that 
parents could be brought to see their responsibility, in this respect. 
It is true that they cannot change the hearts of their children, and 
jualify them for this work, but should they not pray to God to do 
‘his*—and should they not exhort them to go forward to the work, 
and give them a preparatory education! In this way, they would 
manifest their desire to promote the glory of God, and express their 
confidence in his power and grace, to incline the hearts of their 
children; and who knows but God may bless their efforts, and * fulfil 
their desire”? according tohis promise? But the responsibility does 
not rest merely with parents—it presses upon a//,—all should exert 
their influence, with pious youth, possessing the requisite qualifi- 
cations, to go into the field as labourers. But, instead of this, is not 
acriminal indifference on this subject too prevalent amongst us? — 
and is not this indifference a sad evidence, that we do not ‘set 
Jerusalem above our chief joy?” We appeal to you then, dear 
brethren, as “fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God,” to show that you love “ the city of our solemnities,”’ aud 
pray for her prosperity, by exerting your influence in her behalf. 
And we call upon you, to show a spirit of liberality, in contri- 
outing for the assistance of such as are willing to go forward, and 
have not the necessary means of preparation for the work. There 
ae many such. You know that the Head of the Church, generally, 
nakes use of the poor of this world, as his workmen in building up 
nis spiritual temple. With these, he laid the foundation of the New 
Testament Church; and such he has generally selected, for this pur- 


pose. Now, brethren, it becomes us to afford assistance to guch as 
Vou. XVII.—32 
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we have reason to believe, he is calling to be workers toget}i 
him. It is true, that in affording this assistance we are liable to 
ception, but because some unworthy individuals have been as 
and because there may be others, this surely would not justify 
withholding it from those who are worthy. This cireumstan 
for caution and discrimination in the apy plication of our contriby 
and it is for this purpose that the Presby tery adopted the above res 
lutions. They wish to guard against an injudicious expend 
of their funds. And it is hoped, that the above measures n 
effectual in securing this object at least to a greatdegree. And + 
they call upon you, to encourage them in this effort to exte; 
the blessing of God, the boundaries of our Zion, They call 1 upon | 
congregations especially, that are under their care, to CO- 0} 
with them. May we not hope that this call will meet with ac 
response?—we are sure that it will, from every “ right- heart 
Seceder. Show then that you love the prince iples of your prot 

by helping forward those, who are willing to labour for mem r 
tension. Remember that the wise man has assured us, that “the 
that seattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth p 
than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty ;’’ and that “he that | 
silver shall not be satistied with silver.’”” Remember also, the sole; 
words of the apostle, ** They that will be rich, fall into tempt 
and « snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which di 
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is | 
root of all evil; which, while some coveted after, they have « 
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorroy 


Sis! 


. ; , Joseru T. Coorrn 
Committee of Presbytery, .ar Sewers 
72? 0 Joseru R. Dicksoy. 


— 
XI.—Resolutions adopted at a Meeting of the Theolog 
Students on the 19th of November, 1840. 


Believing that it is our duty, as candidates for the gospel mi 
not only to make ourselves acquainted with the doctrines of t! 
of God, but also to be observers of the signs of the times, and dilig 


students of the moral aspect of the world, and especially o! 
> J i a 


own country; and believing that we ought, as, in the course of 110 


1 


vidence, suitable occasions may arise, to express our approda 
what is right, and in condemnation of what is wrong, to rep! 
those who commit, and sympathize with those who suffer in 
and pointedly to condemn every gross violation of the law o! 
and the rights of man, that may fall under our notice, and, | 
larly, a8 a gross outrage has late ‘ly been perpetrated on a mi 
the church with which we stand connected; therefore, we, 5 
of theology, in the Theological Seminary of the Associate Pres 
rian Church, deem it our duty to express our sentiments conce! 
that transaction, as follows:— 

ist. Resolved —That the outrage committed on the Rev. T! 
S. Kendall, in South Carolina, would have disgraced a /: athe 7 


try; and that its perpetration on the Sabbath day indicates a ice 


thenish state of morals, but little above the ‘evel of are 


2nd. Resolved— That a people who persecute a Christian M 


ter for peaceably discharging the duties of his office, when viol’ 


- = 
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law of the land, may justly be branded with hypocrisy in pro- 

>to bea Chr istian and republican people. 

” Resolved—That the mildness of the pastoral letter of Synod, 
ing and explait ving of which Mr. Kendall was persecuted, 

ly udds to the injust ice of his treatment. 


" Resolved—T hat in this transaction we recognise the outrageous 


{ s'avery, and see an exemplification of its opposition to reli- 
er disregard of a// law, all right, and all order. 

Ived—That we consider this transaction as a cal] in 
be more earnest and energetic in seeking the over- 
slavery, since it excludes the preaching of the Gospel 
to our witnessing profession, from nearly the whole 

4) poriion of our country. 
Resolved—That in this outrage, committed on an unpro- 
/ stranger, we see a specimen of the so much-talked of “chi- 


yf slave-holders! 


1 } " 


{ 
th. Resolved —That “chivalry,” which implies courage, magna- 


nerosity, together with a high sense of honour and 
exist in the breasts of tyrants; and that true  chi- 
by taking part with the weak against the strong— 
against the oppress sor—the injured against the i injurer. 
tesolved—That we admire the noble and Christian bearing 
Kendall, while in the hands of his cruel persecutors; and 
we lament his inhuman treatment, we congratulate him that 

s counted worthy to sufler for the name of Jesus. 
Resolyed—That it is our duty as students of the Word of 
God, to learn to wield that mighty weapon as the main instrument 
the downfal of siavery, and that in our prayer for the same ob- 
t, we ought not to forget to pray for the oppressor, nor for those 

who committed the outrage on Mr. Kendall. 








10th. Resolved—That those in the Secession Church who oppose 
ction of the Church on Slavery, and those who hold back their 
ren tre ym free ly testifying and acting with vigor against it, are 
ting a system which i is sending millions of souls to 

rdition. 
llth. Resolved—In connexion with this subject, that we consider 
on of the trustees of the Theological Seminary denying 
Hall for public meetings on the subject of slavery, to 
‘ery in its character, and that we are constrained to be- 
trom what we know of the cireumstances, that it was designed, 
east by a m jority of the board, as a blow at the Anti-Slavery 


Resolved—That the preceding preamble and resolutions 


probable these resolutions would have given more general satisfaction. and 
ed a more happy effect had the 11th been omitted. We cannot see le pro- 
T impeaching the motives of others without the most conclusive evidence: 

harity of imputing base designs to the conduct of men, which is capable 
n opposite construction. The church, at large, ought to require better evi- 
in surmise before the y give er des ‘nce to the charge that the men whom 
honoured with a res sponsible trust have designedly aimed a blow at any 


fessed prine iples. 


t} 
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And we are unable to dise ‘over in this resolution any good degree of that modesty, 


i is becoming in young gentlemen pre paring for the ministry, and whieh would 


e fully 
fully as well for the church and their own future advancement and usefulness 
~Enir, Res, Mon 
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be forwarded for publication in the “Religious Monitor,” tie 
‘Christian Witness,” and “ Xenia Free Press.” ei 
Canonsburg, Penn., Nov. 21st., 1840. 


James R. Doig, Pres ri 
Joun Scort, Sec. 


ey \ 
Art. XII.—The pocrypha. 


In our last number we gave a brief history of the books cop 
monly called the Apocrypha, with the view of showing that up; 
the council of Trent, that is during a period of sixteen centuries. 
they were not recognised as canonical. We now proceed to bring 
forward a few specimens from the books themselves, to show th: 
they never should have been admitted to a place among the oracle: u 
of God. as 

1. Some statements in these books are at variance with facts p: 
corded by the inspired Oracles, some with other authentic historic: Is 
records; and some with other parts of these books themselves. eal 

The history of *‘Bel and the Dragon” is entirely at variance wi! 
the inspired account of Daniel’s being cast into the Lion’s Den. The we 
Book of Wisdom claims to be the work of Solomon; yet it contains = 
passages quoted from Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets who lived cer. 
turies after the death of that monarch. Baruch is said, (Baruch i. 2, ' 
to have been carried into Babylon, at the same time that Jeremiah 
says he was carried into Egypt, Jer. xliii. 61. The story of Judi: , 
is irreconcilable with all authentic accounts, sacred or profane, of the 2 
period when the events it records are pretended to have taker pia 
place. 

Antiochus Epiphanes is said to have died at Babylon, 1 Maccabees 
vi. 4—10; to have been slain by the priests, in the temple of Nan 
in Persia, 2 Maccabees, i. 13—16; and yet afterwards to have died 
miserable death in astrange country, among the mountains, 2 Ma 
bees, ix. 28. 

2. Doctrines are taught in these books, precepts given, and practice: 
sanctioned, directly opposed to the Holy Scriptures. ‘The following 
are specimens: . 

1. The merit of works. “Whoso honoureth his Father, maketh re 
atonement for his sins.”—“ Water will quench a flaming fire, « ae 
alms maketh an atonement for sins.” Eccles. iii. 3, 30. An Ange | 
is represented as teaching the same doctrive: “It is better to gi\' 
alms than to lay up gold; for alms doth deliver from death, and sha Pa 
purge away all sin,” Tobit xii. 8, 9. See also Esdras, vii. 92. 3 ‘1. 
Can these be the words of the same Spirit, who, by the Apostle Pav’. 
teaches that it is by our Lord Jesus Christ we receive the atonemet 
that he is the propitiation for our sins; that He, by himself, purge na 
our sins; and that it is by his righteousness, and not our own, we cr 
justified? See Rom. v. 1—12; 1 John ii. 1, 2; Heb. i. 3, Titus 
4—8; Gal. ii. 16. 

2. Magical ceremonies enjoined by one styling himself an anzt 
of the Lord. “And when thou shalt come into the marriage chat 
ber,” says one who calls himself ‘Raphael, one of the seven H | . 
Angels’—*thou shalt take the ashes of perfume, and shalt lay “ct for 
them some of the heart and liver of the fish, and shalt make aso» 
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bi ¥ aes 
ie devil shail smell it, and flee away and never come again 


mec 


»§: 2 Kings xvi. 1.17. It is no wonder to find this 


> 


me 


of alie; Tobit v. 12, he says, “Tam Azarias the son 
nat it in chap. xu. 2—15, he calls himself “Raphael, an 
’ j ] 99 
of the Lord. 


e doctrine of the transmigration of souls istaught. For] 
) 


witty child, an da good spirit; yea, rather, being good I 
a body undefiled.” Wisdom viii. 19, 20. This might do 
iples of Pythagoras, or the Bramins of Hindostan; but it 

ot a place among the writings of Moses and the Prophets. 

_ The doctrine of sinless perfection in this life, once and again 
ts us in the Apocryphal writings. “Riches are good to him 
t hath no sin"—* Thou hast not appointed repentance to the just, 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, which have not sinned against 
* Eecles. xiii. 24; Prayer of Manasses. But Abraham, and 
ic, and Jacob, were all sinners; nor is there a just man upon the 
rili who doeth good so as not to sin; and so true is it, that we have 
| sinned, and that if at any time we should say we have no sin, 
-only deceive ourselves, that our Lord taught us to pray, * Forgive 
our debts;” nor will there ever be, nor has there ever been, on 
h, one to whose lips that petition is unsuitable, our Lord himself 
epied. 1 Kings viii. 46; 1 John i. 8—10. 
5. To pray for, and offer up sacrifices for the dead, are practices 
nmended and sanctioned. ‘And when he had made a gather- 
soughout the company, to the sum of two thousand drachms 
f silver, he sent it to Jerusalem to offer a sin-offering, doing therein 
ry well and honestly, in that he was mindful of the resurrection. 
if he had not hoped that they that were slain, should have 
again, it had been superfluous and vain to pray for the dead.” 
scabees xi. 43, 44. But throughout the canonical Scriptures, 
iate of man is represented as being decisively and finally fixed 
ith; at that period the soul immediately enters upon happiness 
misery: and therefore, prayers and sacrifices for the dead are use- 
sand unavailing. See Heb. ix. 27; 2 Cor. v. 6—8; Phil. i. 23; 
xxili. 43; Eeclesiastes, ix. 6. 
§. Assassination and suicide are directly sanctioned. Judith is re- 
senfed as praying for strength to commit the crime of assassination, 
| exalling the cruel and perfidious deed of Simeon, which drew 
va upon him the prophetic malediction and severe condemnation 
iis father Jacob. See Judith ix. 2—9. And Razis, one of the 

iders of Jerusalem, is praised for committing suicide, 2 Mae. xiv. 

11—46, 

Thus, as the Apocryphal writings were not recognised for sixteen 

ilred years by the Christian Church, they never should have been 
so; and were declared canonical merely to support the system of the 

mich of Rome, which could find no support in the inspired Word 

G0l—Dublin Christian Magazine. 

—f>— 
Art. XIIL.—Unpublished Letters of Scots Worthies. 
_ To the Rev. Mr. Ferrie, of Easter Anstruther, we are indebted 
tor MSS. of the following letters. They may be regarded as in- 
a 
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378 UNPOBLISHED LETTERS OF SCOTS WORTHIES. 


teresting relics of the “olden time,” and as not unsuitable to ;}, 
design of a miscellany, consecrated as ours is, to the historical j|ys. 
tration of the Church of our fathers. Private letters of the mep : 
other times, even though limited it may be to domestic transacting: 
and incidents, sometimes throw light on matters of a more publi 
nature, while they exhibit valuable traits of character—Epiy, 


Lerrer I.—From the Rev. John Carstares of Glasgow, (father , 
the Principal) to the Rev. James Durham, his colleague,* 


“For my reverend and dear brother, Mr. James Durham, minis. 
ter of the gospel at Glasgow.” 


“ My Dearest Brother,—It seems the Lord has some great anj 
notable piece of service for you, wherein he will make you usefu| 
his people, thinking good to put you to such pieces of tryall anj 
exercise. Your dear wyfe, our sweet Lord Jesus his friend, is sicke, 
it would seem, even to death. She is in good care, marvilous|ic 
uphe!d, and keeped quyet in reference to all thinges, and ye may come 
home with your owne convenience. 

“Ifthe Lord purpose hir removal, whereof ther is some appearance 
it’s lyke ye cannot be here before that. O bless him, dear brothe; 
—bless him that ever ye knew him, that ever he yoked you together 
—he has undoubetlie blessed your fellowship to hir, and has blesse 
you together, and will bless your children. Be quyet, dear bro. 
ther, he will doe that which is good in his sight in this particular, 
and that which will be good and best for hir and for you, and for the 
poor young ones. Now the Lord himself quyet, compose, sothe, ani 
comfort you. Iam, dearest brother, your own brother, desirous to 
sympathize with you, with whom Jesus sympathizes, a tender-hearte 
high priest, touched with the feeling of all our infirmities, and afflic 
ed in all our afflictions. 

“ Mr J. Cansrargs 
“ Glasgow, at your house, November, 3, at 4 o’clock. 
“Dr Cunningham has been here, he has his own feares—your 
mother is here also, she is mindful of yours, your wyfe, I mean.” 


Letrer II.—From Principal Wood, of St Andrews, to his wil 
Katherine Carstares, a sister of the Rev. John Carstares, of Glasgon 
and aunt of Principal Carstares; dated from Edinburgh. 


“Dearest Heart,—Though I have not much to say, yet [ canno 
but, when occasion favours, write to you to let you know both the 
I am in good health, and that I desire much to know as much of you, 
the rather that I have, since my coming hither, that is, ten or eleve 
dayes, received word from you onlie once, whereas, in regard 0! th 
condition you are in, I would wish, if it were possible, everie day \ 
know how it is with you. [| was not a little comforted by the letter 


* Mr. Carstares was married to Janet, and Mr. Durham to Margaret Mure, \¥!! 
of Mr. Zachary Boyd.) ~—— of William Mure, of Glanderston, Rentrewsi" 
In July, 1681, the Earl of Rothes, being on his deathbed, “ appeared concerne¢ 


says Wodrow, “ upon views of eternity; andthe Rev. Mr. John Carstares, upo" * 
desire, waited upon him und prayed with him, the Duke of Hamilton and m™ 
others of his noble relatives being present; and few were present without ‘i% 
affected very sensibly. When the Duke of York heard that Presbyterian mins 
had been with the Chancellor, he is said to have used this expression, “that 
Scotland were either Presbyterian through their life or at their death, profess ¥2 
they would." He is supposed to have died in 1685."” 
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[ got, written by Mr Dow, showing that you were tending toward a 
recoverie. I entreat you, my verie deare heart, let me have renew- 
ed understanding of your condition as soon as possible you may, that 
tthe Lord in his goodness be carrying on your restoring, I may, by 
the knowledge thereof, be enabled to bear my necessitate absence from 
vou with the greater ease, for I fear it be longer than I expected by 
reason of important and weightsome bussinesses that we have in the 
Assembly, which is like to draw it longer than the next week. Our 
Principal’s business is not come in againe as yet, and it is thought that 
they will pass from him, and will fall either upon Mr David Dickson 
or me, whereof I know Mr Samuel will be as unwilling as myself 
(and he is unwilling in truth) or I was of his removeing, but I shall 
advise you of whatsoever I provide of this business, Now, my jewel, 
| must still entreat you for care of me in caring for your own person. 
Verie dear, my Katharine, your own beloved, 


“Mr Ja. Woon. 
«Edin. July 13, 1649.” 


Lerrer II1.—From Mr. A. Peacock, to the Rev. Robert M‘Ward, 
of Glasgow, then in prison on account of non-conformity. Perhaps 
some Church antiquarian may be able to tell us something about 
this Mr Peacock. 


“My Reverend and Dear Brother,—I received yors of the date 
April 25, and am much obliged to you, who are not forgetful of me 
when you have occasions to this country. I am much refreshed to 
hear of yor health in prison, and of the Lord’s standing with you in 
yor answers before the commissioners and Lords of Articles; and you 
may take it as a token for good, and as the Lord’s bearing testimony to 
his own truth qch you are called to witness for, and as the fulfilling of 
his gracious promises, in that qch hath been suplicat for by many in yor 
behalfe. ‘The sad overturndings qch this strange tyme hath brought 
forth, and the desolations threatning the Lord’s work amongst us, in 
atyme of so great forsaking, are for a lamentation, and if these dayes 
be not shortened, Christ is lyke to have a thin kirk in Scotland. But 
yoo have wherein to rejoyce that yoo are counted worthy to be amongst 
the first of his witnesses; yoo have no reason to weary though your 
bonds be continued, that piece of service qch the holy Lord hath 
employed yoo in, is so honest, yoo may look sometymes upon Psalm 
xly. Your parents are for the present in health, yor mother was 
sick, but is recovered; your sister Jeann is much affected with sick- 
ness. You have heard, I suppose, of the violent interuption of our 
Synod, when wee wer about to declare our adherance to the estab- 
lished government of this church, and against the abjured corruptions, 
and to suplicat the parliat for securities to religious intrests. Our 
presbetery have them kyndlie remembered to you, and desyred me to 
signifie in ther names how much they sympathize with you in yor 
bonds. My wyffe, and relations, and yor Christian freends have 
them remembered to you. I say no more, but the Spirit of God and 
glory rest upon you. I am yor affectionate brother, 

“A. Peacock. 
“May 16, 1661. 


“Present my respects to Mr Guthrie, and Mr Gillespie yor fel- 
low-prisoners.” 
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Letter 1V.—From Mrs. John Carstares to her husband. 
letter wants the beginning and the conclusion; but Professor M: 
who was re smarkably accurate in his information, has designate 
above. It wants a date, but its contents seem to fix it to at 
soon after the battle of Pentland. The incidental information y 
this letter contains, and the references to the events of the ry 
will be perused with interest by all who have “ pleasure in the s 
of Zion,” and “to whom her dust is dear.” 


‘¢ There is some of the prisoners of the Castels out upon the { 
ing a bond for keeping the publique peace. Gen. Major Moy) 
merie, Cesnock, Menstrie, and Dunlope, Ralstoune, and Halk, 
of Leith, Captain Brown, and Captain Mure, have supplicatt 
their liberty, and upon takeing the bond hath all gotten their i 
Sr James Stewart and Sr Jon Cc hiesly did supplicat for their |; 
and would have taken the bond, if the councell would haye , 
these words in it, to keep the publique peace, as good and {ait} 
subjects, qh they refused, and was heighly displeased wt them, 
did presently send them away to the tolbuith of Dunde, wher 


are keeped closse prisoners, and non of their relations have |ibe: 


to come at them, there is fears they may be hardly dealt with. ( 
nynghamehead, Pollock, and Rowallend, doth yet ly still in pr 
quietly, and heath done nothing; but they say they will behardly d 


with qo doth not suplicat and take the bond. It hath ple ased t 


Lord to remove, by death, yor kinde freend Largo and Greenk: 


They died both of a great fever, but I heard they died both ver 


well. Largo hath no children, so his brother Allexr hath fall 


that estate. ‘There istwo outted ministers of Galloway died in Edis. 


burgh. They were two brethren. They called the one Mr R 


Ffergusson, the oyr Mr James Ffergusson ; they were both ve 
good men. Mr Jon Smith, minister of Edinburgh, is also dead, 


hath carried himselfe very weal to the great satisfaction of all h 
fock. He hath left a testimonie behind him for presbyterial g 
ment and aganst episcopasie: was buried in Edinburgh, and had a\ 
great burial; when his burial was intimat, he was proclaimed MrJ 


Smith, minister of the gospell in Edbgh; qu highly displeased ' 


curates of Edinburg, and one of them wrot to the Provost, that! 


wondred he suffered such absurdities, that a man should be cal’ m- 
nister of Edbgh, qu was found unworthy to be a minister of the chu 
of Scotland, qhyn the Provost red, he desired the messenger to s1 
his master, that he wold do him the favor as to give his letter! 


benefite of the fire, that his follie sould not be seen to the w 


and so the Provost presently threw the letter in the lyre bel 
},° 


bearer of it. I hear Mr Douglasse i is Witness to Mr Smiths tes 


monie. Mr Douglasse is very kinde and respective to the 
people that was put to suffer for the last year’s bussinesse. I ¢ 
get yor best freend’s letter send to you now, because his son 
it, and he is not at home; there is none forfaulted yet, but thes 
were forfaulted at the begining; for any thing wee hear, they 10" 
not to take any more lives; they are highly “dissatisfied wt yi 
refuses to take the act of Inder nnity and the bond. The cou 
was to sitt and determine qt sould be done to them this last Thurs 
but wee yet have not heard word. ‘The King keeps these forfaul 


men’s estats to himself, and will not give a gift of them to any, thoug! 
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Gen, Dallyall have suplicated for Caldwells and Kerslands estates, 
vet he is refused. Hussell, (Househill) a gentleman in Renfrew, 
has gotte the uplifting of these estates, and is a little more favorable 
‘the gentlemen’s wives. The writer of this has him most kindly re- 
membered to you. 
~ «T received a line from our freend in Holland; he is weall. The 
last time I wrote to him, I sent him 500 merks. I pray send me 
word if yee stand in need of mony, for | have enough beside me. 
| intend to send Sarah and Kathrine into Edh. in the spring, for I 
would have them perfect in shewing. If you think I wold let Sarah 
say wt my Lady Kenmure, and go to the schooll out of her house.” 
In the Appendix to Dr M‘Crie’s lives of Veitch and Bryson, there 
are a number of very valuable letters of Mr John Carstares, together 
with an account of the last hours of that eminent servant of God.—Eb. 
Edinburgh Christian Instructor. 


—>_ 


Ant. XIV.—.? funcy Sketch; and yet not all fancy. 


«Sue floated about like a fair, but very voluptuous-looking spirit, 
snd eut her toes hither and thither, and swayed her body to and fro, 
n a way which was a caution to all inflammable young gentlemen, 
gray-headed or not. The lovely creatures who graced the scene, 
looked on enchanted, and made all bright with their smiles; the vast 
crowd of men shouted and applauded with their whole might, and 
the beautiful dancing woman giving them an extra flirt or two, which 
set them off in a perfect agony of delight, made her bow—the curtain 
dropped, the dear Fanny tapping her Wring-your-neck-off, upon the 
shoulder, said, ‘ dere, dere is te one tousand dollars almos—now let 
us go.’ But the audience said no, and they shouted and screamed, 
and thumped for her to come out and 

«At that moment, in an obscure hovel, open in many parts to the 
cold, biting winds, without fire, alone, sat a poor woman, holding to 
her chill’d bosom her sick and dying babe, while upon a rude pallet 
of straw lay two shivering little creatures, her children too. Her 
eye was heavy with watching, her cheek sunken with hunger and 
suffering, her heart filled with the very gall and bitterness of life. 
Still how truly, oh! how truly, answered that heart to the pang of a 
mother’s love, as she gazed into the innocent face of her dying 
vabe; how fast flowed the tears from eyes which had known little 
but sorrow and weeping through many weary days—how deep and 
lervent was the prayer which came up from the very fountains of pri- 
vation and grief. There was no heart near to sympathize, no kind 
hand to aid, no soft voice to soothe—the physician’s healing art— 
charity’s angel arm came not to soften the dying moments of her 
poor babe, and as life flickered and wavered in its fair urn, and the sobs 
of the mother sounded in that solitary room, as in the agony of her 
griet she exclaimed, ‘a few pence had saved thee to me, my sweet 
babe,’—as the sleepers on the pallet of straw murmured in their un- 
easy slumber: ¢ Mother, dear mother, give me some bread ’—as the 
keen wind came through the crevices, and she clasped the dying 
child to her bosom; at that moment, a dancing woman, a stranger, 
| with her wealth of thousands, and her ingots of gold and silver, 

made her last graceful bow, and took the princely sum which was 
hers for a few moments? pleasant labour. 




















382 ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD—QUERIES AND ANSWERs. 


“ As the spectators gave their last shout, the babe’s innocent 
winged its flight from earth, and the mother gazed in de spair 
all that remained to her of the little prattler whom she so 4 
loved, Such is life.”’—Richmond Enquirer. 

—=- 
ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD. 

Ar a meeting of the Associate Presbytery of Allegheny, hy 
the last Wednesday of October, 1840, Mr. Tomas Guxencn 
ordained to the office of the holy ministry and installed pastor 
congregation of Conemaugh, Indiana Co., Pa. 

At a meeting of the Associate Presbytery of Philadelphia, | 
on the 13th of November, 1840, Mr. James G. Austin was 
mitted to the study of Theology in the Associate church. 








s 
—<j— 

Tae Deacon: 2n Inquiry into the Nature, Duties and FE. < 
of the Office of the Deacon, in the Christian Churel , 
James A. Wixtuson, A. M., Pastor of the Reformed Presbytery 
Congregation, Philadelphia. 76 pp. Svo. iT 

‘* Let the Deacons be crave, &c.”’ 1 Tim. iii. 8 S, 

‘¢ Let all things be done decently and in order.”’ 1 Cor. xiv. 40. B Mat 
Wm. S. Youne, 173 Race Street, 1841. Barer 

This is a seasonable and valuable production. — It is desirable that we 


it should be in the hands of all sound Presbyterians; but we hay 
not room to give it an extended notice this month. The reader's 
attention, however, will be called to it in the next number. 











———— 
Art. XV.—Queries and Answers. 
The following questions on the Purchase of Temporal Benefits 





and on Christ’s Mediatorial Government, are, at the request of s 
who heard them, offered for the pages of the Monitor: Ss gr 

Question 1. “What are the temporal benefits which Christ vent 
not purchase?” nt it 

Answer. Christ purchased no temporal benefits whatever, | 
for his own people, or for others. Food, drink, elothing, air, | 
animals for service, civil government, &c., belong to that class 
things which we call temporal benefits, and which we say Chris 
not purchase. Though this is sufficient as a direct answer | 
question, we presume it is expected that some reason will be giv’ 
its support. Accordingly, the following brief arguments are olle! 

1. ‘The blessings which Christ has purchased do not perish by! 
use of them; while the greater part of temporal benefits in the tul 
sense do, and all, without exception, must come to an end in a ten 
poral use.—John vi. 27. 




















2. The blessings of Christ’s purchase are all spiritual and su 
natural, Eph. i. 3, and all belong to our saving relation to ( 
but temporal benefits are natural and belong to the things ol | 
wérld. 5 : 

3. The blessings of Christ’s purchase are all saving in their = 
ture, John vi. 27. We cannot partake of them but in the favour 
God, in union to Christ, and as included in the eternal covenall 
nor without a spiritual benefit which shall never be lost; but une 
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.< without union to Christ, without the saving favour of God, 
‘hout any saving benefits to their souls, partake of temporal 


sist died in no sense for those who perish, and consequently, 
ised nothing for them, as he died only according to the pro- 
eternal covenant, which were only for the promised 
lili. 10, but unbelievers partake of temporal benefits; 
re they were not purchased. 
(ll the ‘blessings of Christ’s purchase are received and e njoyed 
th: not % in my : and with faith, but faith is itself the act 
ipati oO! a ph. 1 ll. 5, — ys We, however, partake ol f the 
ral benefits by natur: * means, whether as believers who have 
ras unbelievers who have none. 
All the blessings of Christ’s purchase are applied by the Holy 
e pernaturally ; Tit. ili. 5: but we partake of temporal benefits 
ral means. 
9 Of no part of Christ’s purchase does it need to be said, “it is 
ied by the word of God and prayer,” and therefore is “good 
to be refused; but of all te mporal benefits this is said. 
lim. iv. 4. 5. 
s, Christ’s purchase was wholly employed on that which was lost: 
Mat. xviii, 11. Spiritual benefits were lost by the fall, and these 
ecovered through Christ. ‘Temporal benefits did not lose their 
xistence by the fall of man, and, therefore, they needed no purchase. 
S [tis true, man lost one comprehensive temporal benefit, that is, his 
poral life; but it is worthy of remark, that even this one te mpo- 
benefit was not purchas« d by Christ. Man still must die tempo- 
y, although the person be redeemed by Christ. Is it objected 
t the union of the believer’s soul and body in heaven is secured 
‘purchase of Christ? ‘True, but not the te mpor: al union of the 
soul pe body which is our temporal life. Is it further objected, 
tChrist did pure — something 1 resp ‘cting our temporal lite? It 
grante d that he did; yes, and something re spe cting all our te mporal 
nefits, , but it Was not ie tempor: al life itself, nor any te mporal bene- 
; but the covenant blessing with these, and redemption from 
a covenant curse, which are not natural, but spiritual bless- 
gs, and not temporal, but eternal. 
, is it further objected, that Christ did purchase the bodies of 
lievers? Itis grante d: yet he pu irchased them as their bodies, and 
the temporal mate rials of which they are in this world com iposed, 
It was not necessary to purchase the body as such, and also the ma- 
ils of it as it exists in this life, which the objection means, if it 
ean any thing on the question before us. If it be the materials of 
body that are purchased, then the materials of the bodies of un- 
euevers are purchased as temporal ete and again lost when they 
‘ome component parts of their bodies; w hich cannot be said of 
‘part of Christ’s purchase. Besides, if the temporal materials of 
ster enaeake body were purchased, then in the course of a long 
, they are many times lost, as the body is continually losing the 
| matter and taking on new. We cannot comprehend the iden- 
'y of the body in its temporal or final state. But it is not the tem- 
oral materials of the believer’s body that are purchased, as that will 
» € raised at the resurrection, but a spiritual body, 1 Cor. xv. 35—44, 
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384 NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
although it is the believer’s own body that is purchased and wi] 
be raised at last. oem 

Question II. “How are we to ask for temporal benefits 
Christ did not purchase, seeing we ask them in his name a 
his sake?”’ 

Answer. There are two ways, and only two of receiving te 

aie a ig tem- 
poral benefits; namely, 1. Under the broken covenant of works and 
iherefore with its curse, Gal. ili. 10. And, 2. Under the covenant 
of grace, with its blessings, Gal. iii. 13. Under one or other of these 
covenants all mankind are without exception. Now unbelievers 
enjoy temporal benefits, and therefore have them under the cove. 
nant of works, and with the curse; but no blessing of Christ's ure 
chase is bestowed under that covenant; consequently temporal bene. 
fits do not belong to Christ’s purchase. Believers have temporal be. 
nefits under the covenant of grace, without the curse, Gal. iii, 13, and 
with the blessing, Rom. viii. 28. This privilege they have by the 
purchase of Christ; and, therefore, they ask temporal benefits to be 
given in this way for Christ’s sake. Neither believers nor unbe. 
lievers can ask them acceptably, but under this view. Thus Christ 
purchased the new covenant blessing for believers with their tem. 
poral benefits. 

But it may be said, We not only ask the blessing with the tem. 
poral benefit, but the benefit itself for Christ’s sake, and how do we 
ask this in such a manner if he did not purchase it? We reply; 
Christ has all things put into his hands for the good of his chureh, 
Matt. xi. 27; Eph. i. 22. Yet many things are put into his hand 
for government and dispensation, which he did not purchase; as our 
earth, the sun, moon, seasons, human genius, gifts, and acquirements, 
the inventions of men, and even the nations of the world. Now, 
in prayer, we ask that these things which are put into the hand of 
Christ for our use and to be dispensed by him, may be given us for 
his sake, as far as they are suitable to us for our good, and that they 
may be given with that blessing which he has purchased. 

Inference: We should never ask a temporal benefit, merely for 
its temporal use, but for God’s glory, and our spiritual, as well as 
temporal benefit. Ponirax. 

—— 
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nd for 


To Corresponpents.—As our friend of Cadiz thinks we acied 
discourteously towards him, by refusing to publish his communic 
tion, we recommend to him to withdraw it and procure its public 
tion elsewhere. This would enable the public to judge between us. 
We certainly acknowledge the obligation of courtesy to all; but 
cannot admit that courtesy requires us to insert every thing whic) 
may be offered for our pages. If so, the Monitor would soon be 
come a strange medley. 


The Review of Dr. M‘Crie’s life, by his son, the Rev. Thoms 
M‘Crie, is copied from the Edinburgh Christian Instructor, and 
given as an article of literary intelligence. The uncharitable refiee 
tion cast upon Seceders, we suppose will break no bones, when it 8 
borne in mind that the Reviewer is a stanch advocate of establis)- 
ments. 
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